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Between June 480 and August 479 BC, tens of thousands of Athenians evacuated, following King Xerxes’
victory at the Battle of Thermopylae. Abandoning their homes and ancestral tombs in the wake of the
invading Persian army, they sought refuge abroad. Women and children were sent to one safe haven, the
elderly to another, while all men of military age were conscripted into the fleet. During this difficult year of
exile, the city of Athens was set on fire not once, but twice. In Athens Burning, Robert Garland explores the
reasons behind the decision to abandon Attica, the peninsular region of Greece that includes Athens, while
analyzing the consequences, both material and psychological, of the resulting invasion.

Garland introduces readers to the contextual background of the Greco-Persian wars, which include the
famous Battle of Marathon. He describes the various stages of the invasion from both the Persian and Greek
point of view and explores the siege of the Acropolis, the defeat of the Persians first by the allied Greek navy
and later by the army, and, finally, the return of the Athenians to their land.

Taking its inspiration from the sufferings of civilians, Athens Burning also works to dispel the image of the
Persians as ruthless barbarians. Addressing questions that are largely ignored in other accounts of the
conflict, including how the evacuation was organized and what kind of facilities were available to the
refugees along the way, Garland demonstrates the relevance of ancient history to the contemporary world.
This compelling story is especially resonant in a time when the news is filled with the suffering of nearly 5
million people driven by civil war from their homes in Syria. Aimed at students and scholars of ancient
history, this highly accessible book will also fascinate anyone interested in the burgeoning fields of refugee
and diaspora studies.
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From reader reviews:

Heather Goodson:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Athens Burning: The Persian Invasion
of Greece and the Evacuation of Attica (Witness to Ancient History) can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a
book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common
not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Bobby Hanke:

You can find this Athens Burning: The Persian Invasion of Greece and the Evacuation of Attica (Witness to
Ancient History) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve
challenge if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by simply
written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era including now, you
just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal
ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Nicole Dilbeck:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Athens Burning: The Persian Invasion of Greece and the
Evacuation of Attica (Witness to Ancient History) was colourful and of course has pictures on the website.
As we know that book Athens Burning: The Persian Invasion of Greece and the Evacuation of Attica
(Witness to Ancient History) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For example
Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at
all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the
best book for you personally and try to like reading that will.

Charles Powers:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or real
their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Athens Burning: The Persian Invasion of Greece and the Evacuation of Attica (Witness to
Ancient History) can make you sense more interested to read.
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