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Southern California's pool culture is the subject of this unique and luscious collection of photographs that
explore the parallel evolution of an iconic symbol and an artistic genre. Since the end of World War II,
Southern California's backyard pools-those blue-green oases in an otherwise often arid landscape-have
symbolized any number of American ideals: optimism, wealth, consumerism, escape, physical beauty, and
the triumph of man over nature. Simultaneously, the field of photography developed as a transformative
method for recording the human condition. This exhibition catalog celebrates the nexus of these two
phenomena in a one-of-a-kind collection that features more than two hundred works by more than forty
postwar artists and photographers. It presents works by photographers and artists including Bill Anderson,
John Baldessari, Ruth Bernhard, David Hockney, Herb Ritts, Ed Ruscha, Julius Shulman, and Larry Sultan.
Thematically grouped into topics ranging from the rise of celebrity culture, suburbia and dystopia, avant-
garde architectural landscape design, and the cult of the body, these images offer a reich study of the cultural
connotations of the swimming pool. six insightful essays provide a comprehensive overview of the
development of the swimming pool and its attendant aesthetic and social culture.
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Warfield:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed Backyard
Oasis: The Swimming Pool in Southern California Photography, 1945-1982? Maybe it is being best activity
for you. You know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can better than
before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Audrey Thompson:

The book Backyard Oasis: The Swimming Pool in Southern California Photography, 1945-1982 gives you
the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book
can for being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can
make studying a book Backyard Oasis: The Swimming Pool in Southern California Photography, 1945-1982
to get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge
about a number of or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open and read a guide
Backyard Oasis: The Swimming Pool in Southern California Photography, 1945-1982. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this
guide?

Ollie Nadeau:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Backyard Oasis: The
Swimming Pool in Southern California Photography, 1945-1982 which is obtaining the e-book version. So ,
why not try out this book? Let's find.

Marcella Cook:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news.
With this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for
the Backyard Oasis: The Swimming Pool in Southern California Photography, 1945-1982 when you desired
it?
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