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The vibrant merchant culture of Tokugawa Japan gave rise to many new forms of art, none more fascinating
than the puppet theater, J?ruri, created chiefly by Chikamatsu Monzaemon, the foremost playwright of
popular Japanese drama. In this analysis of Chikamatsu's artistry, Dr. Gerstle focuses on features hitherto
neglected by Western scholars the musical structure of J?ruri, integral to the form, mood, and movement of
the drama. For extensive translations from the various types of Chikamatsu's dramas, Gerstle supplies the
musical notations, which illuminate the sophisticated conventions of this unique and timeless artistic form.

Chikamatsu's art, combining puppets, text, samisen music, and chanting/narration, encompasses three major
types of drama--history, contemporary-life, and love-suicide plays--each with distinct structural features.
Gerstle shows how the music of J?ruri, a mixture of the samisen and chanting/narration, supplements the
texts and expresses a dramatized action or emotion through complex changes in pitch, tempo, and style of
delivery.

Richly illustrated with woodblock prints, this is a fascinating study, which will be welcomed by scholars of
Japanese culture, literature, and musicology.
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From reader reviews:

Helga Lever:

The book Circles of Fantasy: Convention in the Plays of Chikamatsu (Harvard East Asian Monographs) can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing
like a book Circles of Fantasy: Convention in the Plays of Chikamatsu (Harvard East Asian Monographs)?
Some of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or information that you take
for that, you may give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Circles of Fantasy: Convention in the
Plays of Chikamatsu (Harvard East Asian Monographs) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great
and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

Jose Holmes:

This Circles of Fantasy: Convention in the Plays of Chikamatsu (Harvard East Asian Monographs) usually
are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Circles of
Fantasy: Convention in the Plays of Chikamatsu (Harvard East Asian Monographs) can be one of many great
books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone with
information that perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it
almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Circles of
Fantasy: Convention in the Plays of Chikamatsu (Harvard East Asian Monographs) forcing you to have an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it
useful in your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Donna Hubbard:

Exactly why? Because this Circles of Fantasy: Convention in the Plays of Chikamatsu (Harvard East Asian
Monographs) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it
will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who all write the book
in such remarkable way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still
convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to
regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had
been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Therese Webb:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but also novel and Circles of Fantasy: Convention in the Plays of Chikamatsu



(Harvard East Asian Monographs) or even others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how
the great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or maybe
students especially. Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside science
publication, any other book likes Circles of Fantasy: Convention in the Plays of Chikamatsu (Harvard East
Asian Monographs) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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