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Claude Simon: Fashioning the Past by Writing the Present considers the aesthetic, cultural, and
philosophical facets of a temporal paradox in the works of French novelist Claude Simon (1913-2005), and
its broader implications for the study of narrative, and for cultural and post-modern theory. This paradox
emerges from the problematic representation of the past through an aesthetic rooted in an exclusive
valorization of the present. In his 1985 Nobel speech, as well as on other numerous occasions, Simon
expressed a fascination with simultaneity through the provocative claim that he never wrote about the past,
but attempted to capture only what was happening during the writing process, that is, in the “present of
writing,” as he put it. Simon’s seemingly unambiguous claim raises significant issues and contradictions that
become extensively apparent when the statement is considered in the light of his fictional works, since these
must be construed, for the most part, as explorations of the past. In this study Alina Cherry propose to look at
the tensions that arise from this paradox, and examine the present of writing holistically—that is both as a
stylistic device and within the thematic context of Simon’s works—in order to assess its capacity for
becoming an instrument of ontological and epistemological inquiry that can also intervene powerfully in the
decisive philosophical and socio-political debates that have animated the cultural landscape of post-World
War II France. Simon’s vivid portrayals of suffering and devastation open new ways of understanding the
impact of some of the most traumatic historical events of the twentieth century: the two World Wars and the
Spanish Civil War. This impact is necessarily connected with a need to tell these events, and to tell them in
highly innovative ways, namely by creating a distinctive style that revolutionizes the outworn narrative
traditions of a world whose very foundations have been shattered by the chaos of war and effectively
undermines various institutions and dominant socio-cultural structures, revealing implicitly and explicitly, a
strong ethical vein.
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From reader reviews:

Carla Arbogast:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is
high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of Claude Simon: Fashioning the Past
by Writing the Present book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a
book.

Matthew Gregg:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This Claude Simon: Fashioning
the Past by Writing the Present is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this
book serves what you want and need in this era.

Thomas Dacosta:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if
you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read one using
theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Claude Simon: Fashioning the Past by Writing the
Present is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Nancy Brown:

The book untitled Claude Simon: Fashioning the Past by Writing the Present contain a lot of information on
this. The writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is very clear to see all the people, so
do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author brings
you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read more your smart
phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase
the e-book, you can start their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice learn.
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