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In 1631, when the Dutch tried to develop plantation agriculture in the Delaware Valley, the Lenape Indians
destroyed the colony of Swanendael and killed its residents. The Natives and Dutch quickly negotiated
peace, avoiding an extended war through diplomacy and trade. The Lenapes preserved their political
sovereignty for the next fifty years as Dutch, Swedish, Finnish, and English colonists settled the Delaware
Valley. The European outposts did not approach the size and strength of those in Virginia, New England, and
New Netherland. Even after thousands of Quakers arrived in West New Jersey and Pennsylvania in the late
1670s and '80s, the region successfully avoided war for another seventy-five years.

Lenape Country is a sweeping narrative history of the multiethnic society of the Delaware Valley in the
seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries. After Swanendael, the Natives, Swedes, and Finns avoided war
by focusing on trade and forging strategic alliances in such events as the Dutch conquest, the Mercurius
affair, the Long Swede conspiracy, and English attempts to seize land. Drawing on a wide range of sources,
author Jean R. Soderlund demonstrates that the hallmarks of Delaware Valley society—commitment to
personal freedom, religious liberty, peaceful resolution of conflict, and opposition to hierarchical
government—began in the Delaware Valley not with Quaker ideals or the leadership of William Penn but
with the Lenape Indians, whose culture played a key role in shaping Delaware Valley society. The first
comprehensive account of the Lenape Indians and their encounters with European settlers before
Pennsylvania's founding, Lenape Country places Native culture at the center of this part of North America.
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From reader reviews:

Roderick Donnell:

The particular book Lenape Country: Delaware Valley Society Before William Penn (Early American
Studies) has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book
was written by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research previous to write this book.
This kind of book very easy to read you may get the point easily after scanning this book.

Dorothy Walker:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended to you personally is Lenape Country: Delaware Valley Society Before William Penn
(Early American Studies) this e-book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now.
That book was represented how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for
explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some investigation when he makes this book.
This is why this book appropriate all of you.

Adam Schneider:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Lenape Country: Delaware Valley Society
Before William Penn (Early American Studies) can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know.
You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity.
So what these publications have than the others?

Steven Delorme:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This Lenape Country: Delaware Valley Society Before William
Penn (Early American Studies) can give you a lot of good friends because by you checking out this one book
you have factor that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. That book can be one of
one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by
knowing more than some other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have Lenape Country:
Delaware Valley Society Before William Penn (Early American Studies).
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