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In Disciplining Statistics Libby Schweber compares the science of population statistics in England and
France during the nineteenth century, demonstrating radical differences in the interpretation and use of
statistical knowledge. Through a comparison of vital statistics and demography, Schweber describes how the
English government embraced statistics, using probabilistic interpretations of statistical data to analyze
issues related to poverty and public health. The French were far less enthusiastic. Political and scientific
élites in France struggled with the “reality” of statistical populations, wrestling with concerns about the
accuracy of figures that aggregated heterogeneous groups such as the rich and poor and rejecting
probabilistic interpretations.

Tracing the introduction and promotion of vital statistics and demography, Schweber identifies the
institutional conditions that account for the contrasting styles of reasoning. She shows that the different
reactions to statistics stemmed from different criteria for what counted as scientific knowledge. The French
wanted certain knowledge, a one-to-one correspondence between observations and numbers. The English
adopted an instrumental approach, using the numbers to influence public opinion and evaluate and justify
legislation.

Schweber recounts numerous attempts by vital statisticians and demographers to have their work recognized
as legitimate scientific pursuits. While the British scientists had greater access to government policy makers,
and were able to influence policy in a way that their French counterparts were not, ultimately neither the vital
statisticians nor the demographers were able to institutionalize their endeavors. By 1885, both fields had
been superseded by new forms of knowledge. Disciplining Statistics highlights how the development of
“scientific” knowledge was shaped by interrelated epistemological, political, and institutional considerations.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Tucker:

The book Disciplining Statistics: Demography and Vital Statistics in France and England, 1830–1885
(Politics, History, and Culture) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable
considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting pressure or having big
problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Disciplining Statistics:
Demography and Vital Statistics in France and England, 1830–1885 (Politics, History, and Culture) to get
your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about some
or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open up and read a book Disciplining Statistics:
Demography and Vital Statistics in France and England, 1830–1885 (Politics, History, and Culture). Kinds
of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about
this publication?

Victor Loy:

The book with title Disciplining Statistics: Demography and Vital Statistics in France and England,
1830–1885 (Politics, History, and Culture) has lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a
lot of help after read this book. This particular book exist new understanding the information that exist in this
book represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-
book on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

James Scott:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. That Disciplining Statistics: Demography and Vital Statistics in
France and England, 1830–1885 (Politics, History, and Culture) can give you a lot of buddies because by
you considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting
person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that maybe
your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate?
We need to have Disciplining Statistics: Demography and Vital Statistics in France and England, 1830–1885
(Politics, History, and Culture).

Karl Wolfe:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to



something by book. Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is
Disciplining Statistics: Demography and Vital Statistics in France and England, 1830–1885 (Politics,
History, and Culture).
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