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The counter-epic is a literary style that developed in reaction to imperialist epic conventions as a means of
scrutinizing the consequences of foreign conquest of dominated peoples. It also functioned as a transitional
literary form, a bridge between epic narratives of military heroics and novelistic narratives of commercial
success. In Discourses of Empire, Barbara Simerka examines the representation of militant Christian
imperialism in early modern Spanish literature by focusing on this counter-epic discourse.

Simerka is drawn to literary texts that questioned or challenged the imperial project of the Hapsburg
monarchy in northern Europe and the New World. She notes the variety of critical ideas across the spectrum
of diplomatic, juridical, economic, theological, philosophical, and literary writings, and she argues that the
presence of such competing discourses challenges the frequent assumption of a univocal, hegemonic culture
in Spain during the imperial period. Simerka is especially alert to the ways in which different
discourses—hegemonic, residual, emergent—coexist and compete simultaneously in the mediation of power.

Discourses of Empire offers fresh insight into the political and intellectual conditions of Hapsburg
imperialism, illuminating some rarely examined literary genres, such as burlesque epics, history plays, and
indiano drama. Indeed, a special feature of the book is a chapter devoted specifically to indiano literature.
Simerka's thorough working knowledge of contemporary literary theory and her inclusion of American,
English, and French texts as points of comparison contribute much to current studies of Spanish Golden Age
literature.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Chabot:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book titled Discourses of Empire:
Counter-Epic Literature in Early Modern Spain? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize
beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it is
opinion or you have various other opinion?

Hyacinth Mills:

This Discourses of Empire: Counter-Epic Literature in Early Modern Spain book is not really ordinary book,
you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is information
inside this book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information
you will get. That Discourses of Empire: Counter-Epic Literature in Early Modern Spain without we realize
teach the one who reading it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being worry
Discourses of Empire: Counter-Epic Literature in Early Modern Spain can bring any time you are and not
make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop
even cell phone. This Discourses of Empire: Counter-Epic Literature in Early Modern Spain having very
good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

William Fuller:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to
your account is Discourses of Empire: Counter-Epic Literature in Early Modern Spain this guide consist a lot
of the information with the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how does the
world has grown up. The words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer
made some analysis when he makes this book. That is why this book appropriate all of you.

Danna Bullock:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This e-book Discourses of Empire: Counter-Epic Literature in Early Modern Spain was
filled in relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading any book. If you know how big good thing
about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to



get book that you wanted.
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