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The Specials' vocalist offers his inside take on the 2 Tone era, his experiences producing such bands as
No Doubt and Rancid, and the current Specials reunion in this raucous and charming autobiography
 
The Specials were the undeniable leaders of new music in the late 1970s and 1980s and this chronicle tells
their story and that of a musical era. In 1979, Thatcher's Britain was a country crippled by strikes,
joblessness, and economic gloom, divided by race and class—and skanking to a new beat: 2 Tone. The
unruly offspring of white boy punk and rude boy ska, the Specials burst on to the scene. On stage they were
electric, and at the heart of this energy was the vocal chemistry of the ethereal Terry Hall and Jamaican rude
boy Neville Staple. In 1961, five-year-old Neville was sent to England to live with his father, a man for
whom discipline bordered on child abuse. As he recounts here, growing up black in the Midlands of the
1960s and 1970s wasn't easy, and his youth was marked by scuffles with skins, compulsive womanizing, and
a life of crime that led from shoplifting to burglary and eventually prison. But throughout there was music,
and Nev reveals how he became part of the most important band of the 1980s. He remembers sound system
battles; the legendary 2 Tone tour with the Selecter, Madness, and Dexy's, and their clashes with white
nationalist thugs. He recalls the band's increasing tensions and eventual split; his subsequent foray into
bubblegum pop with Fun Boy Three; and a newfound fame in America as godfather to Third Wave ska
bands. Finally he reflects on the Specials' reunion and how even now, 30 years later, they can't help tearing
themselves apart.
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From reader reviews:

John Folsom:

The ability that you get from Original Rude Boy: From Borstal to The Specials could be the more deep you
searching the information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to comprehend but Original Rude Boy: From Borstal to The Specials giving you
excitement feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by
simply anyone who read that because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book
also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this kind of Original Rude Boy: From
Borstal to The Specials instantly.

Jason Carr:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through
a book. Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Original Rude Boy: From
Borstal to The Specials which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Lowell Oliver:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Original Rude Boy: From Borstal to The
Specials can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free
time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Patricia Coburn:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but novel and Original Rude Boy: From Borstal to The Specials
or even others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish
to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those
books are helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any other book
likes Original Rude Boy: From Borstal to The Specials to make your spare time more colorful. Many types
of book like here.
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