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The standard reference on historical swordsmanship since its 1885 publication, this volume is still widely
considered the definitive work on fencing history and the art of European swordsmanship. The author,
Egerton Castle, traces fencing from its roots in the unschooled brawling of the Middle Ages to its latter-day
precision and refinement, focusing particularly on the 16th-century development of the rapier and the
weapon's popularity in Renaissance Italy, where Italian masters founded the modern art of swordsmanship.
Envisioning the history of the sword as a history of humanity, the author proposes that the changes in modes
of fencing corresponded to changes in manners. The rough, untutored fighting of the Middle Ages, for
example, mirrored the supremacy of brute force in social and political life. The more subtle Renaissance era
led to the ascendancy of the rapier and dagger, weapons of vicious elegance rather than sturdy brutality.
Subsequent years saw a dwindling incidence of dueling, the decline of the sword to an article of gentlemen's
apparel, and the reduction of swordsmanship to a courtly accomplishment akin to dancing.
"The subject is full of interest," the author notes in his Introduction, "not only for the fencer who looks upon
his favourite pastime as a science, but also in a high degree for the novelist, the painter, the actor, and the
antiquarian." All will welcome the return of this abundantly illustrated and long-out-of-print work.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Imes:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book Schools and Masters of Fencing: From the
Middle Ages to the Eighteenth Century (Dover Military History, Weapons, Armor) will make you to be
smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that open
or reading any book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you
looking for best book or suited book with you?

Jamie Sparks:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Schools and Masters of Fencing:
From the Middle Ages to the Eighteenth Century (Dover Military History, Weapons, Armor) book because
book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per cent guarantees
there is no doubt in it you may already know.

George Lehman:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Schools and Masters of Fencing: From
the Middle Ages to the Eighteenth Century (Dover Military History, Weapons, Armor) e-book written by
well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who else read the
book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt Schools and Masters of Fencing: From the Middle Ages to
the Eighteenth Century (Dover Military History, Weapons, Armor) as good book not merely by the cover but
also through the content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book by its deal with, so do
you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted
you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Sharon Brogdon:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Schools and Masters of Fencing:
From the Middle Ages to the Eighteenth Century (Dover Military History, Weapons, Armor) is simple to
deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have got much space to bring
the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save
the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this
book.
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