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This eye-opening, insightful exploration of Sufism, the spiritual tradition that has supported Islam for
more than a thousand years, shows why it offers a promising foundation for reconciliation between the
Western and Muslim worlds.
 
Many Americans today identify Islam with maniacal hatred of the West. The Other Islam transforms this
image and opens the way to finding common ground in our troubled times. Sufism, a blend of the mystical
and rational tendencies within Islam, emerged soon after the revelation of Muhammad. A reforming
movement against the increasing worldliness of Muslim society, it focuses on Islam’s spiritual dimension.
Described as “Islam of the Heart,” Sufism has attracted adherents among both Sunni and Shi’a Muslims, as
well as Jews, Christians, Hindus, and Buddhists.
In The Other Islam, Stephen Schwartz traces the origins and history of Sufism, elucidates its teachings, and
illustrates its links to the other religions. He comments on such celebrated Sufi poets and philosophers as
Rumi and Al-Ghazali, and narrates their influence on the Kabbalah, on the descendants of the Jewish
philosopher Maimonides, and on Christian mystics like Saint John of the Cross and Saint Teresa of Ávila as
well as the American transcendentalists. 
Furthermore, Schwartz presents a fresh survey of Sufism in today’s Islamic world, anticipating an
intellectual renaissance of the faith and alternatives to fundamentalism and tyranny in Iraq, Saudi Arabia,
Turkey, and Iran.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Huckins:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is high.
For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of The Other Islam: Sufism and the
Road to Global Harmony book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a
book.

Chuck Deschenes:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This The Other Islam: Sufism and the Road to Global Harmony book is readable by simply
you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading
through experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer
regarding The Other Islam: Sufism and the Road to Global Harmony content conveys prospect easily to
understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different available as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The Other Islam: Sufism and the Road to Global
Harmony is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Ian Louviere:

The reason? Because this The Other Islam: Sufism and the Road to Global Harmony is an unordinary book
that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the secret the idea
inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such remarkable way makes
the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good
for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will give
you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as help improving your proficiency and your critical
thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Nathan Hutchison:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find publication
that need more time to be examine. The Other Islam: Sufism and the Road to Global Harmony can be your
answer because it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.
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