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The Politics of Appropriation uncovers a largely forgotten chapter in music history by considering the
intersection of music and Hellenism in nineteenth-century Germany. While the influence of Greece on the
literature, art, architecture, and philosophy of this period has been much discussed, its significance for music
has received considerably less attention. Beginning in 1841 with Felix Mendelssohn's wildly popular score
for the groundbreaking Prussian court production of Sophocles' Antigone, author Jason Geary draws on
research from the fields of musicology, history, classical studies, and theater studies, to explore the trend of
combining music and Greek tragedy that also included productions of Euripides' Medea, Sophocles' Oedipus
at Colonus, and Sophocles' celebrated Oedipus the King with music by Wilhelm Taubert, Mendelssohn, and
Franz Lachner, respectively. Staged at royal courts in Berlin and Munich, these productions reflect an effort
by the rulers who commissioned them to appropriate the legacy of Greece for the creation of a German
cultural and national identity, while the music involved seemed to its contemporaries to mark the advent of
an entirely new Romantic genre. By drawing a line between these compositions and Wagner's very different
approach to recovering classical tragedy, Geary offers a reassessment of the composer's reception of the
Greeks, highlighting the degree to which he was reacting against works such as Mendelssohn's Antigone
when he called for the creation of a music drama rooted in the spirit of Attic tragedy. Geary further argues
that Wagner's Ring cycle can be understood as the composer's attempt to reclaim the mythic significance of
the Oedipus myth in the service of his own aesthetic aims. Placing these developments within the context of
Germany's longstanding obsession with Greece, The Politics of Appropriation demonstrates the enduring
significance of antiquity as a trope that helped to shape the European cultural and artistic landscape of the
nineteenth century.
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From reader reviews:

Gail Kennedy:

The book The Politics of Appropriation: German Romantic Music and the Ancient Greek Legacy (New
Cultural History of Music) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable
much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with
the subject. If you can make studying a book The Politics of Appropriation: German Romantic Music and the
Ancient Greek Legacy (New Cultural History of Music) being your habit, you can get far more advantages,
like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You can know everything
if you like available and read a reserve The Politics of Appropriation: German Romantic Music and the
Ancient Greek Legacy (New Cultural History of Music). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-
book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

David Hoag:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of various
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
The Politics of Appropriation: German Romantic Music and the Ancient Greek Legacy (New Cultural
History of Music), you may tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge
can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Emily Meredith:

The particular book The Politics of Appropriation: German Romantic Music and the Ancient Greek Legacy
(New Cultural History of Music) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you
can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research
ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you will get the point easily after looking over this
book.

Pam Boyd:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but novel and The Politics of Appropriation: German Romantic Music and
the Ancient Greek Legacy (New Cultural History of Music) or perhaps others sources were given
understanding for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel need to read more and more.
Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to



add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The Politics of
Appropriation: German Romantic Music and the Ancient Greek Legacy (New Cultural History of Music) to
make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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