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The musical and social history of Los Angeles's black community from the 1920s through the early 1950s
comes to life in this exceptional oral history collection. Through the voices of musicians who performed on
L.A.'s Central Avenue during those years, a vivid picture of the Avenue's place in American musical history
emerges.

By day, Central Avenue was the economic and social center for black Angelenos. By night, it was a magnet
for Southern Californians, black and white, who wanted to hear the very latest in jazz. The oral histories in
this book provide firsthand reminiscences by and about some of our great jazz legends: Art Farmer recalls
the first time Charlie Parker and Dizzy Gillespie played bebop on the West Coast; Britt Woodman tells of a
teenaged Charles Mingus switching from cello to bass; Clora Bryant recalls hard times on the road with
Billie Holiday. Here, too, are recollections of Hollywood's effects on local culture, the precedent-setting
merger of the black and white musicians' unions, and the repercussions from the racism in the Los Angeles
Police Department in the late 1940s and early 1950s.

Central Avenue Sounds fills a major gap in California's cultural history, and it shows the influence of a
community whose role became as significant in the jazz world as that of Harlem and New Orleans. The
voices in this book also testify to the power and satisfaction that can come from making music.
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From reader reviews:

Kathie Richmond:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book eligible Central
Avenue Sounds: Jazz in Los Angeles? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You realize beside you can
spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the
opinion or you have additional opinion?

Reginald Hunter:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book
you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
experience happy read one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the Central
Avenue Sounds: Jazz in Los Angeles is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Cynthia Caron:

The e-book with title Central Avenue Sounds: Jazz in Los Angeles includes a lot of information that you can
discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This kind of book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you throughout new era of
the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.

Jocelyn Harper:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Central Avenue Sounds: Jazz in
Los Angeles is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you
did not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you
simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.
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