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Roman historian Tacitus wrote a damning critique of the first century CE Roman empire. The emperors in
Tacitus’ works are almost universally tyrants surrounded by flatterers and informants, and the image Tacitus
creates is of a society that has lost the liberty enjoyed under the Roman Republic. Yet Tacitus also
poignantly depicts those who resist this tyranny and seek to restore a sense of liberty to Rome. In his
portrayal of autocrats, sycophants, and republicans Tacitus provides an enduring testament to the value of
liberty and the evils of despotism.

 

History after Liberty explores Tacitus’ political thought through his understanding of liberty. Influenced by
modern republican writers such as Quentin Skinner and Philip Pettit, this study defines Tacitean libertas as
the freedom from the rule of a dominus and as freedom to participate in the traditional politics of Rome
through military service, public service in the senate and magistracies, and public speech. All of these
elements are balanced in Tacitus’ writings with examples of those resisting the corruption of politics in an
effort to restore a sense of free civic engagement. The work concludes with an exploration of Tacitus’ own
writings as an act of restoring liberty. In contrast to most studies on Tacitus, History after Liberty argues that
Tacitus is a republican who writes both to demonstrate that Rome had become a tyranny and to show a way
out of that tyranny.

 

History after Liberty addresses the political thought of Tacitus’ writings. As such it will be of most interest to
those who study the history and historiography of the early Roman empire, namely classicists and ancient
historians. The work will also be of use to those interested in the antecedents to modern political thought,
particularly the history of republicanism and freedom; readers from this category will include political
scientists, philosophers, and modern historians.
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From reader reviews:

Angelina Rone:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled History after Liberty: Tacitus on Tyrants, Sycophants, and Republicans.
Try to stumble through book History after Liberty: Tacitus on Tyrants, Sycophants, and Republicans as your
friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding course make you
smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you far more confidence
because you can know every thing by the book. So , let me make new experience in addition to knowledge
with this book.

Edward Olivieri:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This History after Liberty: Tacitus on Tyrants, Sycophants, and Republicans book is
readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable
looking at experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer
connected with History after Liberty: Tacitus on Tyrants, Sycophants, and Republicans content conveys
prospect easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it
just different available as it. So , do you even now thinking History after Liberty: Tacitus on Tyrants,
Sycophants, and Republicans is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Terry Dansby:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get great deal
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity
do you have when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read will be History after Liberty: Tacitus on Tyrants, Sycophants, and Republicans.

Irish Watts:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By book History after Liberty: Tacitus on Tyrants, Sycophants, and Republicans we can consider
more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person must love to read a book. Just
choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with this book
History after Liberty: Tacitus on Tyrants, Sycophants, and Republicans. You can more desirable than now.
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