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Air, blood, lymph and food pass through the normal thorax at highly variable rates and pressures. Chest
injuries and diseases regularly derange many critical body systems and functions. A Manual of Thoracic
Surgery opens its detailed and practical discussion of thoracic physiology and thoracic surgery by reviewing
all that the mere observation of a closed chest drainage system can reveal. This book was written for those
who wish to understand more, and memorize less, about why they do what they do for their patients. It
remains an internationally respected source of useful clinical insights on a wide range of surgical conditions.

Background, Purpose and Approach

Chest surgeons regularly assimilate new therapeutic concepts and technological advances. They routinely
perform complex operative procedures with many sequential steps. And they repeatedly acquire new surgical
techniques during post-graduate seminars and brief fellowships.

Surgeons now in their 30's to 50's trained at a time when common thoracic surgical procedures were often
routinely successful. But routine success has its own problems, as patients develop unrealistic expectations
and surgeons become entrapped by technically demanding surgical procedures they have inherited. For even
routine procedures sometimes go astray. And many operations in and about the chest remain far from
routine.

Yet under clinically threatening circumstances, many surgeons are reluctant to modify or relinquish their
time-honored approaches. For those who have had no part in developing current procedures cannot always
be sure why certain steps have become a part of their routine. Consequently, they feel pressured to do it the
same way every time - even when circumstances might suggest something more appropriate - because any
change could prove harmful and hard to defend.

Countless surgical authorities and many surgical textbooks tell the surgeon how to operate in and about the
chest. Some try to explain why things should be done in a certain fashion. But while surgical authorities
regularly disagree on technical matters, many cannot clarify (and some do not know) which steps are
essential and which represent the irrelevant residue of long-abandoned routines.

Modern surgical practices evolved over centuries. They arose through countless episodes of trial and error,
over innumerable dead bodies, amidst fervent vows that "I'll never do that again!". Indeed, it could not be
otherwise. For surgical operations are often performed under emergency conditions. Even elective surgery
proceeds without complete knowledge of the patient. And if one day it should become possible to obtain
such complete knowledge (without performing an autopsy) it will still be impractical to acquire and utilize
all of that information.

Every surgical advance is eventually confirmed or discredited as individual surgeons observe individual
operative outcomes. Surgical operations always involve many known and unknown variables. Hence good
ideas are sometimes abandoned prematurely because a poor result was caused by an unrelated variable. And
useless or even harmful irrelevancies sometimes persist unless clearly detrimental.

These systemic difficulties, and innumerable individual idiosyncrasies, explain why different training
programs generate so many different approaches to apparently identical surgical problems. They also explain



why those who teach surgery - having suffered many disastrous outcomes - tend to view plausible but
personally untested ideas or modifications with suspicion. So in the interests of patient safety and surgical
efficiency, most surgical programs encourage those in training to "do it the same way every time".

And that is what makes von Hippel's Manual so useful. For this book carefully and completely clarifies how,
when and why a simple alternative approach could save the day. So while A Manual of Thoracic Surgery is
no guide to the latest technological advances, it can certainly help those involved in thoracic surgery as they
review, consolidate, upgrade and utilize more effectively the information they already possess about chest
injuries and diseases.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Butler:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book eligible Manual of Thoracic
Surgery? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time along
with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have additional
opinion?

Joseph Kidwell:

Beside this specific Manual of Thoracic Surgery in your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the
new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from your oven so
don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have
Manual of Thoracic Surgery because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have
this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful
island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book and read it from right now!

Bette Morgan:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book Manual of Thoracic Surgery was colorful and of
course has pictures on there. As we know that book Manual of Thoracic Surgery has many kinds or category.
Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think that you
are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel
happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that will.

Joseph Dolezal:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By
the book Manual of Thoracic Surgery we can acquire more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To
get creative person must want to read a book. Only choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't be
doubt to change your life by this book Manual of Thoracic Surgery. You can more desirable than now.
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