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The first in-depth analysis of some of the most important epic poems of the Spanish Golden Age, Myth and
Identity in the Epic of Imperial Spain breathes new life into five of these long- neglected texts. Elizabeth
Davis demonstrates that the epic must not be overlooked, for doing so creates a significant gap in one's
ability to appraise not only the cultural practice of the imperial age, but also the purest expression of its
ideology.

Davis's study focuses on heroic poetry written from 1569 to 1611, including Alonso de Ercilla's La
Araucana, undeniably the most significant epic poem of its time. Also included are Diego de Hojeda's La
Christiada, Juan Rufo's La Austriada,. Lope de Vega's Jerusalén Conquistada, and Cristóbal de Virués's
Historia del Monserrate.

Examining these epics as the major site for the construction of cultural identities and Renaissance nationalist
myths, Davis analyzes the means by which the epic constructs a Spanish sense of self. Because this sense of
identity is not easily susceptible to direct representation, it is often derived in opposition to an "other," which
serves to reaffirm Spanish cultural superiority. The Spanish Christian caballeros are almost always pitted
against Amerindians, Muslims, Jews, or other adversaries portrayed as backward or heathen for their cultural
and ethnic differences.

The pro-Castilian elite of sixteenth-century Spain faced the daunting task of constructing unity at home in
the process of expansion and conquest abroad, yet ethnic and regional differences in the Iberian Peninsula
made the creation of an imperial identity particularly difficult. The epic, as Davis shows, strains to convey
the overriding image of a Spain that appears more unified than the Spanish empire ever truly was.

An important reexamination of the Golden Age canon, Myth and Identity in the Epic of Imperial Spain
brings a new twist to the study of canon formation. While Davis does not ignore more traditional approaches
to the literary text, she does apply recent theories, such as deconstruction and feminist criticism, to these
poems, resulting in an innovative examination of the material.

Confronting such issues as canonicity, gender, the relationship between literature and Golden Age culture,
and that between art and power, this publication offers scholars a new perspective for assessing Golden Age
and Transatlantic studies.
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From reader reviews:

Amber Weitz:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Myth and Identity in the Epic of Imperial Spain.
You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about how is important some
sort of book Myth and Identity in the Epic of Imperial Spain. You can add expertise and of course you can
around the world by a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From
your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple matter until wonderful
thing you could know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-
book. You need to use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Patricia Phipps:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Myth and Identity in the Epic of
Imperial Spain is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Larry Strickland:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways
to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other
individuals. When you read this Myth and Identity in the Epic of Imperial Spain, you can tells your family,
friends in addition to soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
book.

Denise Kerrigan:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the
whole day to reading a guide. The book Myth and Identity in the Epic of Imperial Spain it doesn't matter
what good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this
book. When you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore
easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book features high



quality.
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