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Chris Murray reveals the largely unknown and rather surprising history of the British superhero. It is often
thought that Britain did not have its own superheroes, yet Murray demonstrates that there were a great many
in Britain and that they were often used as a way to comment on the relationship between Britain and
America. Sometimes they emulated the style of American comics, but they also frequently became sites of
resistance to perceived American political and cultural hegemony, drawing upon satire and parody as a
means of critique.

Murray illustrates that the superhero genre is a blend of several influences and that in British comics, these
influences are quite different from those in America, resulting in some contrasting approaches to the figure
of the superhero. He identifies the origins of the superhero and supervillain in nineteenth-century popular
culture such as the penny dreadfuls and boys’ weeklies and in science fiction writing of the 1920s and 1930s.
From the emergence of British superheroes in the 1940s, the advent of “fake” American comics, and the
reformatting of reprinted material to the British Invasion of the 1980s, and the pivotal roles in American
superhero comics and film production held by British artists today, this book will challenge views about
British superheroes and the comics’ creators who fashioned them.

Murray brings to light a gallery of such comics heroes as the Amazing Mr X, Powerman, Streamline,
Captain Zenith, Electroman, Mr Apollo, Masterman, Captain Universe, Marvelman, Kelly’s Eye, Steel Claw,
the Purple Hood, Captain Britain, Supercats, Bananaman, Paradax, Jack Staff, and SuperBob. He reminds us
of the significance of many such creators and artists as Len Fullerton, Jock McCail, Jack Glass, Denis
Gifford, Bob Monkhouse, Dennis M. Reader, Mick Anglo, Brendan McCarthy, Alan Moore, Grant
Morrison, Dave Gibbons, and Mark Millar.
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From reader reviews:

Rachel Robbins:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book The British Superhero. You can choose the best book if you
like reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a new book The British Superhero. You can
add information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from
book you can realize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple
matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even searching
by internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go
through.

Carol Johnson:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy read
one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular The British Superhero is kind of
publication which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Brandon Gentry:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already
been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The British Superhero, you can enjoy both. It is great
combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind
hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Tammy Dorris:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work here is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appearance likes.
Maybe you answer can be The British Superhero why because the amazing cover that make you consider
regarding the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as
well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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