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The key role that farming plays in the economy of Indiana today owes much to the work of John Harrison
Skinner (1874–1942). Skinner was a pioneering educator and administrator who transformed the study of
agriculture at Purdue University during the first decades of the twentieth century. From humble origins,
occupying one building and 150 acres at the start of his career, the agriculture program grew to spread over
ten buildings and 1,000 acres by the end of his tenure as its first dean. A focused, single-minded man,
Skinner understood from his own background as a grain and stock farmer that growers could no longer rely
on traditional methods in adapting to a rapidly changing technological and economic environment, in which
tractors were replacing horses and new crops such as alfalfa and soy were transforming the arable landscape.
Farmers needed education, and only by hiring the best and brightest faculty could Purdue give them the
competitive edge that they needed. While he excelled as a manager and advocate for Indiana agriculture,
Skinner never lost touch with his own farming roots, taking especial interest in animal husbandry. During the
course of his career as dean (1907–1939), the number of livestock on Purdue farms increased fourfold, and
Skinner showed his knowledge of breeding by winning many times at the International Livestock Exposition.
Today, the scale of Purdue’s College of Agriculture has increased to offer almost fifty programs to hundreds
of students from all over the globe. However, at its base, the agricultural program in place today remains
largely as John Harrison Skinner built it, responsive to Indiana but with its focus always on scientific
innovation in the larger world.
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From reader reviews:

Randall James:

The actual book For the Good of the Farmer: A Biography of John Harrison Skinner, Dean of Purdue
Agriculture (Founders Series) will bring that you the new experience of reading a new book. The author style
to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to study, this book very suited to you.
The book For the Good of the Farmer: A Biography of John Harrison Skinner, Dean of Purdue Agriculture
(Founders Series) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through the official web
site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Joseph Yancey:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love For the Good of the Farmer: A
Biography of John Harrison Skinner, Dean of Purdue Agriculture (Founders Series), you can enjoy both. It is
very good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind
hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Jacob Florence:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This reserve For the Good of the Farmer: A Biography of John Harrison Skinner,
Dean of Purdue Agriculture (Founders Series) was filled in relation to science. Spend your spare time to add
your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new
book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the
modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Frank Tye:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or even make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real their
interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally.
As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this For the Good of the Farmer: A Biography of John Harrison Skinner, Dean
of Purdue Agriculture (Founders Series) can make you feel more interested to read.
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