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Written around 1660, the unique Chinese short story collection Idle Talk under the Bean Arbor (Doupeng
xianhua), by the author known only as Aina the Layman, uses the seemingly innocuous setting of neighbors
swapping yarns on hot summer days under a shady arbor to create a series of stories that embody deep
disillusionment with traditional values. The tales, ostensibly told by different narrators, parody heroic
legends and explore issues that contributed to the fall of the Ming dynasty a couple of decades before this
collection was written, including self-centeredness and social violence. These stories speak to all troubled
times, demanding that readers confront the pretense that may lurk behind moralistic stances.

Idle Talk under the Bean Arbor presents all twelve stories in English translation along with notes from the
original commentator, as well as a helpful introduction and analysis of individual stories.
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Hernandez:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the resources
in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be smart in acquiring
any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can help folks out of this
uncertainty Information specially this Idle Talk under the Bean Arbor: A Seventeenth-Century Chinese Story
Collection book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Kimberly Gomez:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject Idle Talk under
the Bean Arbor: A Seventeenth-Century Chinese Story Collection suitable to you? The particular book was
written by popular writer in this era. The actual book untitled Idle Talk under the Bean Arbor: A
Seventeenth-Century Chinese Story Collectionis the one of several books in which everyone read now. This
particular book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the
new age that you ever know just before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of
people can easily to recognise the core of this book. This book will give you a lots of information about this
world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Robert Olsen:

This Idle Talk under the Bean Arbor: A Seventeenth-Century Chinese Story Collection is great book for you
because the content that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. That book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can say no
rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean
it only gives you straight forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having Idle Talk under the Bean Arbor: A Seventeenth-Century Chinese Story Collection in your hand like
keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you
world within ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve already do that. So , this can be good reading book.
Hey there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?

Antoinette Lefebre:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family
or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading
through a book. Ugh, you think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book
everywhere? It all right you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like
Idle Talk under the Bean Arbor: A Seventeenth-Century Chinese Story Collection which is having the e-
book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.
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