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In Keeping the Faith, Jennifer Jean Wynot presents a clear and concise history of the trials and evolution of
Russian Orthodox monasteries and convents and the important roles they have played in Russian culture, in
both in the spiritual and political realms, from the abortive reforms of 1905 to the Stalinist purges of the
1930s. She shows how, throughout the Soviet period, Orthodox monks and nuns continued to provide
spiritual strength to the people, in spite of severe persecution, and despite the ambivalent relationship the
Russian state has had to the Russian church since the reign of Ivan the Terrible.

Focusing her study on two provinces, Smolensk and Moscow, Wynot describes the Soviet oppression and the
clandestine struggles of the monks and nuns to uphold the traditions of monasticism and Orthodoxy. Their
success against heavy odds enabled them to provide a counterculture to the Soviet regime. Indeed, of all the
pre-1917 institutions, the Orthodox Church proved the most resilient. Why and how it managed to persevere
despite the enormous hostility against it is a topic that continues to fascinate both the general public and
historians.

Based on previously unavailable Russian archival sources as well as written memoirs and interviews with
surviving monks and nuns, Wynot analyzes the monasteries’ adaptation to the Bolshevik regime and she
challenges standard Western assumptions that Communism effectively killed the Orthodox Church in Russia.
She shows that in fact, the role of monks and nuns in Orthodox monasteries and convents is crucial, and they
are largely responsible for the continuation of Orthodoxy in Russia following the Bolshevik revolution.

Keeping the Faith offers a wealth of new information and a new perspective that will be of interest not only
to students of Russian history and communism, but also to scholars interested in church-state relations.
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From reader reviews:

John Caldwell:

This book untitled Keeping the Faith: Russian Orthodox Monasticism in the Soviet Union, 1917-1939
(Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series on Eastern Europe) to be one of several books this best seller in this
year, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy
this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by way of online. The publisher on this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile
phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Bethany Hall:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Keeping the Faith: Russian
Orthodox Monasticism in the Soviet Union, 1917-1939 (Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series on Eastern
Europe), you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known as
reading friends.

Edward Doucet:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Keeping the Faith: Russian Orthodox
Monasticism in the Soviet Union, 1917-1939 (Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series on Eastern Europe)
guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which might be understand by
anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill
only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question Keeping the Faith: Russian Orthodox
Monasticism in the Soviet Union, 1917-1939 (Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series on Eastern Europe) as
good book not just by the cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book
by its cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading
sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Jose Hackler:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several books in
the top list in your reading list is actually Keeping the Faith: Russian Orthodox Monasticism in the Soviet
Union, 1917-1939 (Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series on Eastern Europe). This book which can be
qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking up and



review this guide you can get many advantages.
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