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Whether the fossil record should be read at face value or whether it presents a distorted view of the history of
life is an argument seemingly as old as many fossils themselves. In the late 1700s, Georges Cuvier argued
for a literal interpretation, but in the early 1800s, Charles Lyell’s gradualist view of the earth’s history
required a more nuanced interpretation of that same record. To this day, the tension between literal and
interpretive readings lies at the heart of paleontological research, influencing the way scientists view
extinction patterns and their causes, ecosystem persistence and turnover, and the pattern of morphologic
change and mode of speciation.

 

With Stratigraphic Paleobiology, Mark E. Patzkowsky and Steven M. Holland present a critical framework
for assessing the fossil record, one based on a modern understanding of the principles of sediment
accumulation. Patzkowsky and Holland argue that the distribution of fossil taxa in time and space is
controlled not only by processes of ecology, evolution, and environmental change, but also by the
stratigraphic processes that govern where and when sediment that might contain fossils is deposited and
preserved. The authors explore the exciting possibilities of stratigraphic paleobiology, and along the way
demonstrate its great potential to answer some of the most critical questions about the history of life: How
and why do environmental niches change over time? What is the tempo and mode of evolutionary change
and what processes drive this change? How has the diversity of life changed through time, and what
processes control this change? And, finally, what is the tempo and mode of change in ecosystems over time?
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From reader reviews:

Warren Ford:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Stratigraphic Paleobiology: Understanding
the Distribution of Fossil Taxa in Time and Space book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge.
Of course the info in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Barbara Bell:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Stratigraphic
Paleobiology: Understanding the Distribution of Fossil Taxa in Time and Space suitable to you? Typically
the book was written by well known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Stratigraphic Paleobiology:
Understanding the Distribution of Fossil Taxa in Time and Spaceis the main one of several books which
everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new dimension that you ever know before. The author explained their plan in
the simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this e-book. This book will give you a
great deal of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world with this book.

Kathy Fredette:

Beside this Stratigraphic Paleobiology: Understanding the Distribution of Fossil Taxa in Time and Space in
your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live
in narrow town. It is good thing to have Stratigraphic Paleobiology: Understanding the Distribution of Fossil
Taxa in Time and Space because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you often have
book but you would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this within your
hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques
you still want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from currently!

William Kozak:

You can obtain this Stratigraphic Paleobiology: Understanding the Distribution of Fossil Taxa in Time and
Space by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve issue if you
get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by simply written or printed
but also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by
your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to
get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are
still revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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