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In The Ambitions of Curiosity, G.E.R. Lloyd explores the origins and growth of systematic inquiry in
Greece, China, and Mesopotamia. It asks such questions as what factors stimulated or inhibited this
development? Whose interests were served? Who set the agenda? What was the role of the state in
sponsoring, supporting or blocking research, in such areas as historiography, natural philosophy, medical
research, astronomy, technology in all those fields. How were each of those fields defined and developed in
different ancient societies? How did truly innovative thinkers persuade their own contemporaries to accept
their work? Three of the main themes elaborated are, first, the different routes those developments took in
China, Greece and Mesopotamia; second, the unexpected results of many research efforts; and third, the
tensions between state control and individual innovation and the different ways they were resolved--
problems that remain in scientific research today. G.E.R. Lloyd is Chair of the East Asian History of Science
Trust and Emeritus Professor of Ancient Philosophy and Science at the University of Cambridge. He has
authored and edited numerous books including Greek Thought (Harvard, 2000) and Hippocratic Writings
(Viking, 1984). He is a Fellow of the British Academy and an Honorary Foreign Member of the American
Academy of Art and Sciences.
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From reader reviews:

John Richey:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled The Ambitions of Curiosity: Understanding the World in
Ancient Greece and China (Ideas in Context). Try to stumble through book The Ambitions of Curiosity:
Understanding the World in Ancient Greece and China (Ideas in Context) as your buddy. It means that it can
for being your friend when you experience alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than
previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you considerably more confidence
because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make new experience along with knowledge with
this book.

Melanie Roberts:

This The Ambitions of Curiosity: Understanding the World in Ancient Greece and China (Ideas in Context)
book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by
reading this book is definitely information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is
getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This particular The Ambitions of Curiosity:
Understanding the World in Ancient Greece and China (Ideas in Context) without we recognize teach the
one who reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Ambitions of
Curiosity: Understanding the World in Ancient Greece and China (Ideas in Context) can bring whenever you
are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in your lovely laptop
even cell phone. This The Ambitions of Curiosity: Understanding the World in Ancient Greece and China
(Ideas in Context) having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not sense uninterested
in reading.

John Kirk:

You can obtain this The Ambitions of Curiosity: Understanding the World in Ancient Greece and China
(Ideas in Context) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve issue
if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by simply written or
printed but can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by
your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to
get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Wanda Pence:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
or even make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or



real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this The Ambitions of Curiosity: Understanding the World in Ancient Greece and China (Ideas in
Context) can make you feel more interested to read.
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