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Reading Springsteen's songs as one would a poem, The Grace of God and the Grace of Man sheds new light
on Springsteen's work. The book's first section examines the theological overtones of Springsteen's early
albums, focusing on his critique of traditional religious institutions and the promise of this-worldly salvation
through romantic love and the open road. This trajectory in Springsteen's writing reaches an exhilarating
apex in Born to Run, only to be methodically dismantled in the subsequent Darkness on the Edge of Town.
The second section of the book examines the ways in which Springsteen reworks three traditional terms in
his work after Darkness on the Edge of Town: sin, grace, and the struggle within. Drawing on songs from
across Springsteen's later work, the book demonstrates that Springsteen consistently situates these terms in
the lived struggle to overcome the forces that pull us away from our better selves. Sin is the surrender to
these forces, and grace the blessings that come from overcoming them; both result from the struggle within.
The third and final section, "Springsteen's Midrash," examines songs that explicitly interpret biblical
passages, including "Into the Fire," "Adam Raised a Cain," and the hauntingly beautiful "Jesus Was an Only
Son." The Grace of God and the Grace of Man's close readings of Springsteen's songs provide a wealth of
local insights as well as a new critical framework for the appreciation of this major American artist.
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From reader reviews:

James Peters:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve The Grace of God and the Grace of Man: The
Theologies of Bruce Springsteen will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think this open or reading any book make you
bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you searching for best book
or acceptable book with you?

Jeffrey Stampley:

The book The Grace of God and the Grace of Man: The Theologies of Bruce Springsteen can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good
thing like a book The Grace of God and the Grace of Man: The Theologies of Bruce Springsteen? Some of
you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can give many details for us. It is
absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you
may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Grace of God and the Grace of Man: The
Theologies of Bruce Springsteen has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for
you. You can appear the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Christine Mata:

The experience that you get from The Grace of God and the Grace of Man: The Theologies of Bruce
Springsteen is the more deep you rooting the information that hide into the words the more you get
considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but The Grace of God and the
Grace of Man: The Theologies of Bruce Springsteen giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article
author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by anyone who read the item because
the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own vocabulary
increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We recommend you for having this specific The Grace of God and the Grace of Man: The
Theologies of Bruce Springsteen instantly.

Nicholas Mishler:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Grace of God and the Grace of
Man: The Theologies of Bruce Springsteen can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know.
You are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a
geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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