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Following the hapless Hampton Court Conference, little groups of English Christians ("Separatists") began
to break away from the established church. As early as 1606, one group, led by John Smyth, migrated to
Holland. Prominent among them was Thomas Helwys. In 1611/1612, Helwys and others returned home
where they founded at Spitalfield the first General Baptist congregation in England. Helwys had with him a
manuscript entitled "A Short Declaration of the Mystery of Iniquity" in which he proposed the notion of
liberty of conscience, freedom of religion. This may have been the first such declaration in English. Helwys
published the manuscript in 1612. That publication probably cost him his freedom, perhaps even his life. By
the beginning of the twentieth century, only four known copies of the book survived. Now, thanks to the
careful work of Richard Groves, Helwys's "The Mystery of Iniquity" is available in a reader-friendly edition.
Groves's introduction sets the document in context, not only as an important and influential historical event
but as shedding yet more light on whence we have come. Students, historians, Christians, Protestants,
Baptists - all for whom freedom of conscience is important will welcome this reissue in modern dress of a
religious liberty classic.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Arsenault:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book.
They can be reading whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person
who don't like reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you'll have this A Short Declaration of the Mystery of Iniquity.

Daniel Pitts:

The book with title A Short Declaration of the Mystery of Iniquity contains a lot of information that you can
understand it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book exist new understanding
the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you throughout
new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that anywhere
you want.

Arlene Farrar:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting A Short Declaration
of the Mystery of Iniquity that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world considerably better
then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the
geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to
start looking at as your good habit, you could pick A Short Declaration of the Mystery of Iniquity become
your personal starter.

Clyde Traynor:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book A Short Declaration of the Mystery of Iniquity was colorful
and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book A Short Declaration of the Mystery of Iniquity
has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company
Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored,
any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to
like reading that will.
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