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In the Soviet Union, as in the West, Marina Tsvetaeva (1892-4941) is acknowledged to be one of the great
Russian poets of the century, along with Mandelstam, Pasternak and Akhmatova. Overnight sensation and
oft-times pariah, Tsvetaeva was a poet of extraordinary intensity whose work continues to be discovered by
new readers. Yet, while she is considered to be one of the major influences on modern Soviet poetry, few
know of her consummate gifts as a writer of prose. These select essays, most of which have never been
available in translation before, display the dazzlingly original prose style and the powerful, dialogic voice of
a poet who would like to make art’s mystery accessible without diminishing it.

The essays provide incomparable insight on poetry, the poetic process, and what it means to be a poet. The
volume offers, among many fascinating topics, a celebration of the poetry of Pasternak and reflections on the
lives and works of other Russian poets, such as Mandelstam, Mayakovsky, and Zhukovsky. Included in this
richly diverse collection are the essays “The Poet on the Critic,” which earned Tsvetaeva the enmity of
many, Art in the Light of Conscience, a spirited defense of poetry, and The Poet and Time, seen by many
scholars as providing the key to understanding Tsvetaeva’s work. The immense power and originality of
Tsvetaeva’s language captured by Angela Livingstone’s superb translation of the essays along with twelve of
Tsvetaeva’s poems on related themes, is testimony to why the Tsvetaevan revival in the Soviet Union and
interest in the West continue to gain momentum as the centenary of her birth approaches. The volume is
made complete by the addition of an elegant introduction by the translator, a chronology of Tsvetaeva’s life,
and an index of contemporary poets and writers mentioned in the essays.

“Good poetry is always better than prose,” Tsvetaeva wrote. Prose as good as hers, however, is rare and few
have done as much as she to explore the processes of creation and the feelings of the exceptionally creative
person in the ordinary world.
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From reader reviews:

Lester Jaworski:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this Art in the Light of Conscience: Eight Essays on Poetry, you are able to tells your family, friends in
addition to soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Angela Smith:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the book untitled Art in the Light of Conscience: Eight Essays on Poetry can be
excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Rebecca Esquivel:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours a
day to reading a reserve. The book Art in the Light of Conscience: Eight Essays on Poetry it is quite good to
read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In
case you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly
to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book possesses high quality.

Alex Miller:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Art in the Light of Conscience: Eight Essays on
Poetry was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Art in the Light of
Conscience: Eight Essays on Poetry has many kinds or category. Start from kids until youngsters. For
example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to
choose the best book in your case and try to like reading in which.
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