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Perhaps no philosopher has so fully explored the nature and conditions of historical understanding as
Wilhelm Dilthey. His work, conceived overall as a Critique of Historical Reason and developed through his
well-known theory of the human studies, provides concepts and methods still fruitful for those concerned
with analyzing the human condition. Despite the increasing recognition of Dilthey's contributions, relati vely
few of his writings have as yet appeared in English translation. It is therefore both timely and useful to have
available here two works drawn from different phases in the development of his philosophy. The "Ideas
Concerning a Descriptive and Analytic Psychology" (1894), now translated into English for the first time,
sets forth Dilthey's programma tic and methodological viewpoints through a descriptive psychology, while
"The Understanding of Other Persons and Their Expressions of Life" (ca. 1910) is representative of his later
hermeneutic approach to historical understanding. DESCRIPTIVE PSYCHOLOGY AND THE HUMAN
STUDIES Dilthey presented the first mature statement of his theory of the human studies in volume one of
his Einleitung in die Geisteswissenschaften (Introduction to the Human Studies), published in 1883. He
argued there that for the proper study of man and history we must eschew the metaphysical speculation of
the absolute idealists while at the same time avoiding the scientistic reduction of positivism.
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From reader reviews:

Kerry Diaz:

Often the book Descriptive Psychology and Historical Understanding has a lot info on it. So when you read
this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes
some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can get the point easily
after reading this book.

Elsie Fiala:

Why? Because this Descriptive Psychology and Historical Understanding is an unordinary book that the
inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with the secret this inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such remarkable way makes the
content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book
will give you a lot of gains than the other book include such as help improving your expertise and your
critical thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-
book store hurriedly.

Donald Worsley:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Descriptive Psychology and Historical
Understanding book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas
and producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt Descriptive Psychology and
Historical Understanding as good book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one e-book
that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind
of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth
sense.

Deborah Rost:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Descriptive Psychology and Historical
Understanding can give you a lot of close friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have
thing that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to
get success. This book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more
than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have Descriptive Psychology and
Historical Understanding.
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