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A Society of Gentlemen is a social history of US naval officer education at Annapolis, Maryland from 1845
to 1861. By combing statistical and scholarly analysis based on original research, it reveals that through the
Naval Academy, the US Navy exhibited signs of a professional organization during the antebellum era. The
Naval Academy, founded in 1845, indoctrinated potential officers into the navy through a more structured
form of education than used previously as the navy assessed students on academic and practical seamanship
skills, their conformity to naval law and discipline. By 1850, the Academy also showed great concern for
officer recruits taken directly from civilian life, who needed a longer period of nurturing before going to sea,
and established summer cruises and school ships to introduce them to naval life. Henceforth, Annapolis
midshipmen went to sea under the supervision of Academy officials who taught them practical seamanship,
navigation, and the command skills required of professional naval officers, to complement their shore-based
training. The Civil War interrupted this process of educating officers, a large number of students failed to
graduate, and a significant number of graduates actually spent little time in the navy. But those who
remained were the professional officers who contributed to the navy’s exploits after the Civil War: men like
Stephen Luce, George Dewey and Alfred Thayer Mahan. It is no surprise that such men later established
more fully the dynamics of a naval officer profession later in the century. This history is based on letters to
Academy officials from students and the autobiographies of famous naval officers, to expand upon statistical
data dealing with wider student backgrounds.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Ives:

The book A Society of Gentlemen: Midshipmen at the U.S. Naval Academy, 1845-1861 gives you the sense
of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can
being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make
reading through a book A Society of Gentlemen: Midshipmen at the U.S. Naval Academy, 1845-1861 for
being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several
or all subjects. You can know everything if you like available and read a book A Society of Gentlemen:
Midshipmen at the U.S. Naval Academy, 1845-1861. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide
or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Robert Brown:

This A Society of Gentlemen: Midshipmen at the U.S. Naval Academy, 1845-1861 book is not really
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is
actually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper anyone read
a lot of information you will get. This kind of A Society of Gentlemen: Midshipmen at the U.S. Naval
Academy, 1845-1861 without we know teach the one who reading through it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry A Society of Gentlemen: Midshipmen at the U.S. Naval
Academy, 1845-1861 can bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' grow to
be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even telephone. This A Society of Gentlemen:
Midshipmen at the U.S. Naval Academy, 1845-1861 having great arrangement in word in addition to layout,
so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Ophelia Ellis:

This A Society of Gentlemen: Midshipmen at the U.S. Naval Academy, 1845-1861 tend to be reliable for
you who want to be a successful person, why. The main reason of this A Society of Gentlemen: Midshipmen
at the U.S. Naval Academy, 1845-1861 can be one of many great books you must have is actually giving you
more than just simple studying food but feed an individual with information that might be will shock your
prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that this A Society of Gentlemen: Midshipmen at the U.S.
Naval Academy, 1845-1861 giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you
trial of critical thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

William Black:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine



you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like A Society of Gentlemen:
Midshipmen at the U.S. Naval Academy, 1845-1861 which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's view.
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