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This probing analysis of three works by Giotto and the patrons who commissioned them goes far beyond the
clichés of Giotto as the founding figure of Western painting. It traces the interactions between Franciscan
friars and powerful bankers, illuminating the complex interplay between mercantile wealth and the
iconography of poverty.

Political strife and religious faction lacerated fourteenth-century Italy. Giotto’s commissions are best
understood against the background of this social turmoil. They reflected the demands of his patrons, the
requirements of the Franciscan Order, and the restlessly inventive genius of the painter. Julian Gardner
examines this important period of Giotto’s path-breaking career through works originally created for
Franciscan churches: Stigmatization of Saint Francis from San Francesco at Pisa, now in the Louvre, the
Bardi Chapel cycle of the Life of St. Francis in Santa Croce at Florence, and the frescoes of the crossing
vault above the tomb of Saint Francis in the Lower Church of San Francesco at Assisi.

These murals were executed during a twenty-year period when internal tensions divided the friars themselves
and when the Order was confronted by a radical change of papal policy toward its defining vow of poverty.
The Order had amassed great wealth and built ostentatious churches, alienating many Franciscans in the
process and incurring the hostility of other Orders. Many elements in Giotto’s frescoes, including references
to St. Peter, Florentine politics, and church architecture, were included to satisfy patrons, redefine the figure
of Francis, and celebrate the dominant group within the Franciscan brotherhood.
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From reader reviews:

Jesica Demarco:

This Giotto and His Publics: Three Paradigms of Patronage (The Bernard Berenson Lectures on the Italian
Renaissance Delivered at Villa I Tatti) book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually information inside this reserve incredible
fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get.
That Giotto and His Publics: Three Paradigms of Patronage (The Bernard Berenson Lectures on the Italian
Renaissance Delivered at Villa I Tatti) without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in
pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Giotto and His Publics: Three Paradigms of Patronage
(The Bernard Berenson Lectures on the Italian Renaissance Delivered at Villa I Tatti) can bring when you
are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in your lovely laptop
even cellphone. This Giotto and His Publics: Three Paradigms of Patronage (The Bernard Berenson Lectures
on the Italian Renaissance Delivered at Villa I Tatti) having very good arrangement in word as well as
layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Daniele Chambers:

The publication untitled Giotto and His Publics: Three Paradigms of Patronage (The Bernard Berenson
Lectures on the Italian Renaissance Delivered at Villa I Tatti) is the book that recommended to you to see.
You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to a person. The language that creator use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of investigation
when write the book, therefore the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate.
You also might get the e-book of Giotto and His Publics: Three Paradigms of Patronage (The Bernard
Berenson Lectures on the Italian Renaissance Delivered at Villa I Tatti) from the publisher to make you
considerably more enjoy free time.

Donald Perkins:

The publication with title Giotto and His Publics: Three Paradigms of Patronage (The Bernard Berenson
Lectures on the Italian Renaissance Delivered at Villa I Tatti) includes a lot of information that you can
discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This particular book exist new information the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to
yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you within new era of the
syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Caleb Jones:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Giotto and His Publics: Three
Paradigms of Patronage (The Bernard Berenson Lectures on the Italian Renaissance Delivered at Villa I



Tatti) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading behavior
all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world much better then how they react to
the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you
who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit,
you may pick Giotto and His Publics: Three Paradigms of Patronage (The Bernard Berenson Lectures on the
Italian Renaissance Delivered at Villa I Tatti) become your current starter.
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