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Celebrating Thorton Dial's contributions to American art, this book surveys the career of one of our most
original contemporary artists, whose epic work tackles the most compelling social and political issues of our
time. Born in poverty in Alabama, Dial has lived his entire life in the American South, and his art, informed
by decades of struggle as a black working-class man, reveals a unique perspective on America's most
difficult and pervasive challenges, such as its long history of race and class conflict, the war in Iraq, and the
9/11 tragedy. This monograph includes reproductions of 70 of Dial's large-scale paintings, drawings and
found object sculptures spanning twenty years of his artistic career. Drawing inspiration from the rich
symbolic world of the black rural South and with no formal education, Dial has developed a truly distinctive
and original style. Incorporating salvaged objects in his work-from plastic grave flowers and children's toys
to cow skulls and goat carcasses-he creates highly charged assemblages combined with turbulent fields of
expressionistic painting. With commentary from historian David Driskell, cultural critic Greg Tate, and art
historian Joanne Cubbs, this volume brings long-overdue recognition to Dial's remarkable career and offers
audiences an unprecedented look into the creative world of this important artist.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Haag:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Hard
Truths: The Art of Thornton Dial? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You already know beside you can
spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion
or you have other opinion?

Ron Lauer:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there
are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this Hard Truths: The
Art of Thornton Dial.

Louise Perez:

The particular book Hard Truths: The Art of Thornton Dial has a lot info on it. So when you read this book
you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some
research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this
book.

Valeria May:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a
book. Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Hard Truths: The Art of
Thornton Dial which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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