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Saint Anne, the mother of Mary, is not a biblical figure. She first appears in a second-century apocryphal
infancy gospel as part of the story of the savior’s birth and maternal ancestry. Over the ensuing centuries,
Anne’s story circulated throughout eastern and western Christendom, but it was not until the late Middle
Ages that a cult of Saint Anne gained a firm footing in Europe. Mary’s Mother is about the remarkable rise
of Anne as a figure of devotion among medieval Christians who found solace in her closeness to Jesus and
Mary.

Anne’s popularity grew especially in German-speaking areas, so much so that by the late 1400s artists in
Germany, Flanders, and Holland were busy producing all manner of sculptures, prints, and paintings of her.
Anne’s power derived from her physical connection to the Redeemer and his mother, a connection that artists
emphasized in works that depicted her. In the most widely reproduced trope, known as Anna Selbdritt, Anne
is depicted as a matronly woman presiding over Mary and Jesus, who both appear as children.

Clerics played a crucial role in fostering Anne’s growing popularity. They promoted her as having power to
help in salvation, a matter of urgent concern to late medieval German Christians. Churches and convents
(and rulers too) adopted her as a fundraising device in an increasingly competitive ecclesiastical landscape.
Churches, shrines, and altars were dedicated to her, lay brotherhoods adopted her as their patroness, and
many families named their daughters for her.

Anne’s clerical promoters frequently used her as a model of sober domesticity for women, part of a broader
attempt to channel the growing lay piety that the clergy perceived as a potential threat to their own power
and incomes. And yet, as a gender model, she embodied conflicts between medieval and early modern ideas
about sanctity and sexuality. Devotion to Anne gradually declined in the 1500s as medieval modes of
religious practice and ideas about women’s place in family life began to change.

Today many Catholics know Saint Anne as the mother of the Blessed Virgin and the protector of women in
labor, but few know how she came to be a figure of devotion. Mary’s Mother brings her story to life for
general readers as well as scholars and students of history, art history, religious studies, and women’s
studies.
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From reader reviews:

Annie Smith:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading skill was fluently. A book Mary's Mother: Saint Anne in Late Medieval Europe will
make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about almost everything.
But some of you think which open or reading a book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they
could be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or appropriate book with you?

Vikki Maynard:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the world,
exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Mary's Mother: Saint Anne in Late
Medieval Europe. All type of book is it possible to see on many options. You can look for the internet
options or other social media.

Suzanne Mitchell:

This Mary's Mother: Saint Anne in Late Medieval Europe book is not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is definitely information inside this
reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you
will get. This Mary's Mother: Saint Anne in Late Medieval Europe without we understand teach the one who
looking at it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Mary's Mother: Saint
Anne in Late Medieval Europe can bring if you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into
full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This Mary's Mother: Saint Anne in Late
Medieval Europe having good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not sense uninterested in
reading.

Jennifer Smith:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Mary's Mother: Saint Anne in
Late Medieval Europe is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If
you did not get much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler
to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.
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