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As president of the Carnegie Corporation from 1922 to 1941, Frederick Keppel became a widely respected
interpreter of philanthropic foundations. First published in 1930, The Foundation became one of his best-
known works. As a brief, straightforward, and candid discussion of foundations and their activities, the
volume was rightly praised.

The book begins with a review of the history of foundations and then goes on to explain the then-current
organization of the Rockefeller Foundation, the Carnegie Corporation, the Julius Rosenwald Fund, and a
number of other trusts. It sets forth the purposes and procedures of different types of foundations —
community foundations like the New York Community Trust as well as grantmaking foundations like the
Commonwealth Fund. Comparing foundations to universities, the book argues that the most essential
common purpose of the foundation is the furtherance of learning, culture, and research. It also calls on
foundation executives to "practice... the art of being well-informed" and urges that informal advisory boards
be relied on to provide specialized expertise.

At the time Keppel became president of the Carnegie Corporation, the foundation was still a relatively new
type of philanthropic organization. It is likely that Keppel had a significant impact on public attitudes toward
these new kinds of organizations. His administrative style and his effort to find the money necessary to assist
as many seekers as possible almost certainly helped remove the distance, mystery, and, in some quarters, the
hostility that had surrounded foundations. He believed that foundations were accountable to the public, and
he sought constructive criticism. Keppel's calls for openness and his service orientation undoubtedly helped
define professional foundation practice. He understood what had to be accomplished if foundations were to
gain an established place in American society and importantly contributed to the processes through which
that was achieved. The Foundation helps us understand how and why he did what he did.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Clarke:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Foundation: Its Place in American Life as your
daily resource information.

Ronald Smith:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title The Foundation:
Its Place in American Life suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well known writer in this era.
Typically the book untitled The Foundation: Its Place in American Lifeis a single of several books this
everyone read now. That book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this publication you
will enter the new dimensions that you ever know previous to. The author explained their strategy in the
simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give you a
wide range of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world with this book.

Lester Gibbons:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find book that
need more time to be study. The Foundation: Its Place in American Life can be your answer since it can be
read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

Taylor Becker:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and The Foundation: Its Place in American Life or
maybe others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you
feel desire to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those
textbooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide, any other book
likes The Foundation: Its Place in American Life to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types
of book like here.
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