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From prehistoric times, mankind has looked up at the night sky, and puzzled at the changing positions of the
stars. How far away they are is a question that has confounded scientists for centuries. Over the last few
hundred years, many scientific careers – and considerable resources – have been devoted to measuring their
positions and motions with ever increasing accuracy. And in the last two decades of the 20th century, the
European Space Agency developed and launched the Hipparcos satellite, around which this account
revolves, to carry out these exacting measurements from space.What has prompted these remarkable
developments? Why have governments been persuaded to fund them? What are scientists learning from
astronomy's equivalent of the Human Genome Project? This book traces the subject's history, explains why
such enormous efforts are considered worthwhile, and interweaves these with a first-hand insight into the
Hipparcos project, and how big science is conducted at an international level. The involvement of amateur
astronomers, and the Hipparcos contributions to climate research, ‘death stars' passing close to the Sun, and
the search for extra-solar planets and even intelligent life itself, are some of the surprising facets of this
unusual space mission.
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From reader reviews:

Vincent Overly:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to make
these people keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to a person is you
don't know what one you should start with. This The Making of History's Greatest Star Map (Astronomers'
Universe) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Gracie Thomas:

This The Making of History's Greatest Star Map (Astronomers' Universe) is new way for you who has
curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this The Making
of History's Greatest Star Map (Astronomers' Universe) can be the light food in your case because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books create itself in the
form which can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in reserve
form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a
book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss
the idea! Just read this e-book type for your better life and knowledge.

Ida Johnson:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of book The Making of
History's Greatest Star Map (Astronomers' Universe). You can include your knowledge by it. Without
making the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most
important that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.

Verna Tubbs:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book The Making of History's Greatest Star Map
(Astronomers' Universe) to make your current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the
impression about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a book and
read it. Beside that the guide The Making of History's Greatest Star Map (Astronomers' Universe) can to be
your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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