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Kenneth Hamilton's book engagingly and lucidly dissects the oft-invoked myth of a Great Tradition, or
Golden Age of Pianism. It is written both for players and for members of their audiences by a pianist who
believes that scholarship and readability can go hand-in-hand. Hamilton discusses in meticulous yet lively
detail the performance-style of great pianists from Liszt to Paderewski, and delves into the far-from-
inevitable development of the piano recital. He entertainingly recounts how classical concerts evolved from
exuberant, sometimes riotous events into the formal, funereal trotting out of predictable pieces they can be
today, how an often unhistorical "respect for the score" began to replace pianists' improvisations and
adaptations, and how the clinical custom arose that an audience should be seen and not heard.

Pianists will find food for thought here on their repertoire and the traditions of its performance. Hamilton
chronicles why pianists of the past did not always begin a piece with the first note of the score, nor end with
the last. He emphasizes that anxiety over wrong notes is a relatively recent psychosis, and playing entirely
from memory a relatively recent requirement.

Audiences will encounter a vivid account of how drastically different are the recitals they attend compared to
concerts of the past, and how their own role has diminished from noisily active participants in the concert
experience to passive recipients of artistic benediction from the stage. They will discover when cowed
listeners eventually stopped applauding between movements, and why they stopped talking loudly during
them.

The book's broad message proclaims that there is nothing divinely ordained about our own concert-practices,
programming and piano-performance styles. Many aspects of the modern approach are unhistorical-some
laudable, some merely ludicrous. They are also far removed from those fondly, if deceptively, remembered
as constituting a Golden Age.
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From reader reviews:

Luther Roberts:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How people have
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Studying a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this After the Golden Age:
Romantic Pianism and Modern Performance book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of
course the details in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Charles Brewster:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy read one with
theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the After the Golden Age: Romantic Pianism and
Modern Performance is kind of guide which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Frank Quintana:

This After the Golden Age: Romantic Pianism and Modern Performance is great publication for you because
the content which is full of information for you who else always deal with world and possess to make
decision every minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we can
say no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having After the Golden Age: Romantic Pianism and Modern Performance in your hand like
keeping the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world
throughout ten or fifteen second right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book.
Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?

Janice Evans:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is known as
of book After the Golden Age: Romantic Pianism and Modern Performance. Contain your knowledge by it.
Without making the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most
important that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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