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In this lucid and thought-provoking volume, Paul Hollander juxtaposes and examines two apparently
unrelated phenomena and their possible connections: the sudden and unexpected collapse of Communist
systems during the late 1980s and the less spectacular erosion of social cohesion and cultural values in the
West and primarily in the United States since the late 1960s.

The first part of the book is devoted to the failures of communism, or of "existing socialism", with special
reference to malfunctioning characteristics of these states, focusing on the Soviet Union and Hungary. The
author also examines in a broad comparative framework the patterns of deprivation and dissatisfaction these
systems generate wherever they have been established. Among the sources of dissatisfaction and loss of
legitimacy the author emphasizes not only the discrepancies between theory and practice, but-unlike many
other students of such systems-also the part played by the- implementation of Marxism-Leninism in the
failures of these systems. He notes the paradox that while Western authors developed lively and detailed
scenarios about the impending decline of the United States, few anticipated the crises and dramatic
unravelling of Communist systems.

The second part of the volume addresses the more elusive discontents found in the West and especially, the
United States, articulated by intellectuals, educators, and opinion makers. Here the author considers the
possibility that a wide variety of highly personal discontents have in recent times taken social-political forms
and found public expression. Specific topics in this section include the Institution for Policy Studies, an
organization devoted to the production and dissemination of social criticism for over a quarter century; the
hostility to Western cultural legacy and values in higher education disguised of late as "multicultural
studies"; the possibility of new political pilgrimages after the attractions of Nicaragua waned; the pattern of
responses and moral evasions on the Left associated with the unravelling of communism; the new antiwar
movement inspired by the war with Iraq and its similarities to the antiwar movements of the Vietnam era.

Decline and Discontent will be of interest to intellectual historians, political scientists, sociologists, and all
those seeking a better understanding of the complex and contradictory political and cultural trends in the
1980s and beyond.
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From reader reviews:

Carroll Torres:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this Decline and
Discontent: Communism and the West Today, you are able to tells your family, friends and also soon about
yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

Brian Alexander:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and Decline and Discontent: Communism
and the West Today or others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly great a
book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher as well as students
especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside science
book, any other book likes Decline and Discontent: Communism and the West Today to make your spare
time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Richard Swisher:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we
know those publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around
the world. By book Decline and Discontent: Communism and the West Today we can have more advantage.
Don't someone to be creative people? To become creative person must love to read a book. Just simply
choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this book
Decline and Discontent: Communism and the West Today. You can more inviting than now.

Amy Terrell:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of news.
In this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just searching for the Decline and Discontent: Communism and the West Today when you



necessary it?
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