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More than any other person, Jack C. Ellis notes, John Grierson, a Scot, was responsible for the documentary
film as it has developed in English-speaking countries.
 
While in the United States in the 1920s, Grierson first applied the term documentary to Robert Flaherty's
Moana. In 1927, Grierson returned to Britain, where he was hired to promote the marketing of products of
the British Empire. The first practical application of Grierson’s theory of documentary film was Drifters, a
1929 short feature about herring fishing in the North Sea. That success led Grierson to establish the Empire
Marketing Board Film Unit (later the General Post Office Film Unit).
 
In 1939, Grierson moved to Canada, leaving behind a legacy of some sixty British filmmakers who spread
his ideas and techniques to other countries. In Canada, he progressed beyond national concerns to global
problems. The National Film Board of Canada stands as the largest and most impressive monument to
Grierson's concepts and actions in regard to the use of film by governments in communicating with citizens.
            
Ellis examines Grierson's accomplishments in detail, probing the complexities of Grierson's motivations and
personality. His subject, a true titan in the world of documentary film, was the first filmmaker to use public
and private institutional sponsorship—not the box office—to pay for his films. He also employed
nontraditional distribution techniques, going outside the movie theaters to reach audiences in schools and
factories, union halls, and church basements. Essentially, Grierson created documentary film and established
an audience for it.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Miller:

The book John Grierson: Life, Contributions, Influence can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book John Grierson: Life, Contributions,
Influence? Several of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many
information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that
you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book John Grierson: Life,
Contributions, Influence has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can
search the enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Jules Thompson:

The experience that you get from John Grierson: Life, Contributions, Influence is the more deep you
searching the information that hide into the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to recognise but John Grierson: Life, Contributions, Influence giving you
excitement feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood
through anyone who read this because the author of this book is well-known enough. This particular book
also makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed
or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of John Grierson: Life, Contributions,
Influence instantly.

Suzanne Brooke:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually you
have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite from that. One
particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition details. Even you love John Grierson: Life, Contributions, Influence, you may
enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come
on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Doris Stone:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book,
and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for you is John Grierson: Life, Contributions, Influence this guide consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the world has grown up.
The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made
some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.
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