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The role of the Japanese woman in modern society still retains many of the characteristics that it had in the
late eighteenth century, when this novel takes place. In those days, the life of a woman, whether married or
single, was one of unending drudgery and toil. Reward or recognition came only indirectly, through the
success of the male members of the family.

Thus, this novel is really two stories: on the one hand, the successful medical career of Hanaoka Seishu, the
first doctor in the world to perform surgery for breast cancer under a general anesthetic; on the other hand,
the lives of his wife and his mother, who supported him with stoic resignation, even to the extent of finally
volunteering to be used as guinea pigs in his experiments.

Kae, the wife, joins the household of the local doctor as the bride of his son, Hanaoka Seishu, who is still
away pursuing his medical studies in Kyoto. Her mother-in-law, Otsugi, is both beautiful and extremely
proud of the tradition of the doctor's family. Though their relationship is one of affection at first, it declines
into tension and eventually into bitter competitiveness and hatred, fostered by the claustrophobic social
customs of the time. The two women-the wife who struggles to adapt to a new household and gain the
affection of her unfamiliar husband, and the over possessive mother-in-law dedicated to the fulfillment of her
son's ambitions-vie with one another to serve one man. Kae suffers the most, for the new anesthetic that the
doctor tries on her has devastating results.

Readers of The Doctor's Wife will find a tender and compassionate tale about a woman of great strength and
courage, as well as an impelling account of Japanese society and the role of women in it.
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From reader reviews:

Andre Rosier:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve The Doctor's Wife will make you
to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of
you think that will open or reading any book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they
could be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book with you?

John Herrera:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline The Doctor's Wife
suitable to you? The actual book was written by famous writer in this era. The particular book untitled The
Doctor's Wifeis the one of several books in which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired lots of
people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new age that you ever know just before.
The author explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to understand the core of
this reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you to see
the represented of the world in this particular book.

Rosario Jones:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled The Doctor's Wife the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that
maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a
guide then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get prior to. The The
Doctor's Wife giving you yet another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful
details for your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and
mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try
this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Diane Lomas:

This The Doctor's Wife is great publication for you because the content which is full of information for you
who have always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it info
accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the
item hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences
but difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The Doctor's Wife in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you
world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So , this is certainly good
reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?
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