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This is the first definitive account of Fruitlands, one of history’s most unsuccessful—but most
significant—utopian experiments. It was established in Massachusetts in 1843 by Bronson Alcott (whose
ten-year-old daughter Louisa May, future author of Little Women, was among the members) and an
Englishman called Charles Lane, under the watchful gaze of Emerson, Thoreau, and other New England
intellectuals.

Alcott and Lane developed their own version of the doctrine known as Transcendentalism, hoping to
transform society and redeem the environment through a strict regime of veganism and celibacy. But
physical suffering and emotional conflict—particularly between Lane and Alcott’s wife, Abigail—made the
community unsustainable.

Drawing on the letters and diaries of those involved, Richard Francis explores the relationship between the
complex philosophical beliefs held by Alcott, Lane, and their fellow idealists and their day-to-day lives. The
result is a vivid and often very funny narrative of their travails, demonstrating the dilemmas and conflicts
inherent to any utopian experiment and shedding light on a fascinating period of American history.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Glover:

Often the book Fruitlands: The Alcott Family and Their Search for Utopia has a lot associated with on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can obtain
the point easily after perusing this book.

Catherine Williams:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Fruitlands: The Alcott
Family and Their Search for Utopia that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by
reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world
much better then how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only for the
geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, you could pick Fruitlands: The Alcott Family and Their Search for Utopia
become your own starter.

Dione Wicker:

The book untitled Fruitlands: The Alcott Family and Their Search for Utopia contain a lot of information on
the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy method. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by
famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary works. You can actually read this book
because you can keep reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book with anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site in addition to order it.
Have a nice go through.

Janice Leon:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Fruitlands: The Alcott Family and
Their Search for Utopia or even others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the great
a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher as well as students
especially. Those books are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other case, beside science
publication, any other book likes Fruitlands: The Alcott Family and Their Search for Utopia to make your
spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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