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Stately Bodies explores the curious prevalence of bodily metaphors in conceptions of noncorporeal
institutions: the state, the law, and politics itself. The book builds on work from Adriana Cavarero's well-
received study, In Spite of Plato: A Feminist Rewriting of Ancient Philosophy. In that work Cavarero--as
political theorist, philosopher, classicist, and close reader--examines literary and philosophical texts from
Greek antiquity to modern to reveal the paradox that characterizes notions of the "body politic" in Western
political philosophy.
She examines bodily metaphor in political discourse and in fictional depictions of politics, including
Sophocles' Antigone, Plato's Timaeus, Livy, John of Salisbury, Shakespeare's Hamlet, and Hobbes'
Leviathan. An appendix explores two texts by women that disrupt these notions: Maria Zambrano's Tomb of
Antigone and Ingeborg Bachmann's Undine Goes.
Cavarero exposes the problematic nature of the mind/body dualism that has been essential in Western
thought. Her insight that the expelled, depoliticized body is a female one becomes an instrument for
decoding many paradoxical tropes of the political body. For instance, Cavarero revisits Antigone as the
tragedy in which a body that is displaced, bleeding, and matrilinear allows the construction of a political
order where misogynous rationality rules. Throughout the book, Cavarero argues that women have been cast
by male thinkers into the realm of the corporeal as nonpolitical, and also suggests that this nonpolitical
position is also a source of knowledge and power, that politics is a masculine pursuit that should not be
admired or envied.
Adriana Cavarero is Professor of Philosophy, University of Verona, and frequently is Visiting Professor.
New York University. Her books Relating Narratives: Storytelling and Selfhood and In Spite of Plato: A
Feminist Rewriting of Ancient Philosophy were published by Routledge.
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From reader reviews:

Bruce Jones:

The e-book with title Stately Bodies: Literature, Philosophy, and the Question of Gender (The Body, In
Theory: Histories of Cultural Materialism) posesses a lot of information that you can understand it. You can
get a lot of profit after read this book. This particular book exist new understanding the information that exist
in this guide represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to know how the
improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you throughout new era of the syndication. You
can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

David Giles:

The book untitled Stately Bodies: Literature, Philosophy, and the Question of Gender (The Body, In Theory:
Histories of Cultural Materialism) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your
girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not necessarily
worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author gives you in the new age
of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or
product, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can
available their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice go through.

Phyllis Greenfield:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you personally is Stately Bodies: Literature, Philosophy, and the Question of Gender (The
Body, In Theory: Histories of Cultural Materialism) this e-book consist a lot of the information from the
condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The
language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some study when he
makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.

Alicia Cain:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by book.
Different categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra Stately Bodies:
Literature, Philosophy, and the Question of Gender (The Body, In Theory: Histories of Cultural



Materialism).
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