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Released April 25, 2014 and re-released October 5, 2016 - The history of the railroad that served San
Francisco's waterfront for over a century explained and documented. The entire area of the waterfront was
owned by the State of California, and therefore so was the railroad. It served all the waterfront piers, from
Fisherman's Wharf in the north, to China Basin in the south, and had track beyond Fisherman's Wharf,
through a tunnel, to Army facilities at Fort Mason and the Presidio. But switching the piers was only part of
the State Belt's duties. It also served many dozens of industries and warehouses adjoining the waterfront.
Interchange with the rest of the United States took place by car float (with the Santa Fe, Northwestern Pacific
and Western Pacific) and on land with the Southern Pacific near China Basin. Until 1946, the Belt used
steam switch engines, but then in rapid succession acquired six Alco S-2 switchers, being among the first
American railroads to achieve complete dieselization. A number of major events in San Francisco history,
from the Earthquake of 1906, to the Panama Pacific Exposition of 1915, World Wars I and II, and the Great
Depression, all affected the State Belt and in a number of cases, gave the Belt a role to play as well. In 1969,
the City of San Francisco finally acquired title to its Port and to the State Belt; they soon contracted with
Kyle Railways in 1973 to operate the railroad. This lasted until 1993. But many remnants of the Belt and its
operation remain to be seen in San Francisco. Extensive research was required to locate photographs and
history of a railroad that did a lot of its work at night. It is richly documented with 242 photos, most never
before published, with informative maps and an index. This definitely is a book for rail historians and for
anyone interested in rail-marine connections and in the operation of freight railroads.
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From reader reviews:

John Ashton:

The State Belt: San Francisco's Waterfront Railroad can be one of your starter books that are good idea.
Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The
author giving his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing The State Belt: San
Francisco's Waterfront Railroad although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and
based confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can certainly
drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Timothy Hawkins:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for your requirements is The State Belt: San Francisco's Waterfront Railroad this publication
consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how
does the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand.
Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That is why this book suitable all of
you.

Steven Thomas:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching
from it. It is named of book The State Belt: San Francisco's Waterfront Railroad. You can add your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you
actually happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one
place to other place.

Lorenzo Davis:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book The State Belt: San Francisco's Waterfront Railroad
to make your own reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading proficiency is developing when you
similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the sensation
about book and reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a book and go
through it. Beside that the reserve The State Belt: San Francisco's Waterfront Railroad can to be your friend
when you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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