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Lou Reed made it his mission to rub people the wrong way, whether it was with the noise rock he produced
with the Velvet Underground in the late 1960s or his polarizing work with Metallica that would prove to be
his swan song. On a personal level, too, he seemed to take pleasure in insulting everyone who crossed his
path. How did this Jewish boy from Long Island, an adolescent doo-wop singer, rise to the status of
Godfather of Punk? And how did he maintain that status for decades?

Dirty Blvd.—the first new biography of Reed since his death in 2013—digs deep to answer those questions.
And aong the way it shows us the tender side of his prickly personality.

Born in Brooklyn, Reed was the son of an accountant and a former beauty queen, but he took the road less
traveled, trading literary promise for an entry-level job as a budget-label songwriter and founding the Velvet
Underground under the aegis of Andy Warhol. The cult of personality surrounding his transformation from
downtown agent provocateur to Phantom of Rock and finally to patron saint of the avant-garde was
legendary, but there was more to his artistic evolution than his abrasive public persona. The lives of many
American rock stars have had no second act, but Reed’ s did.

Dirty Blvd. not only coversthe highlights of Reed's career but also explores lesser-known facets of his work,
such as hisfirst recordings with doo-wop group the Jades, his key literary influences and the impact of
Judaism upon hiswork, and his engagement with the LGBT movement. Drawing from new interviews with
many of his artistic collaborators, friends, and romantic partners, as well as from archival material, concert
footage, and unreleased bootlegs of live performances, author Aidan Levy paints an intimate portrait of the
notoriously uncompromising rock poet who wrote “Heroin,” “ Sweet Jane,” “Walk on the Wild Side,” and

“ Street Hassle”—songs that transcended their genre and established Lou Reed as one of the most influential
and enigmatic American artists of the past half-century.
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From reader reviews:
George Falls:

The book Dirty Blvd.: The Life and Music of Lou Reed can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book Dirty Blvd.: The Life and Music of
Lou Reed? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give many
info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that
you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share al of these. Book Dirty Blvd.:
The Life and Music of Lou Reed has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou
can appearance the enormous world by open and read areserve. So it is very wonderful.

Francis Rutland:

The reserve with title Dirty Blvd.: The Life and Music of Lou Reed has alot of information that you can find
out it. You can get alot of help after read this book. This particular book exist new information the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world currently. That isimportant
to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you within new era
of the internationalization. Y ou can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you
want.

Hubert Drummond:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Dirty Blvd.: The Life and
Music of Lou Reed that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading
practice al over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world better then how they react
in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky individual
but for al of you who wants to always be success person. So, for al you who want to start reading through
as your good habit, you could pick Dirty Blvd.: The Life and Music of Lou Reed become your own personal
Starter.

Antoine Ander son:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many guestion for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but novel and Dirty Blvd.: The Life and Music of Lou
Reed or others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel
wish to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or even students especialy. Those
ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide, any other book
likes Dirty Blvd.: The Life and Music of Lou Reed to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of
book like this.
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