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During the first half of the twentieth century, the pilgrimage of Muslims to Mecca lay at the heart of the
relationship between the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the Kingdom of the Netherlands. This may seem
surprising, but in those days more pilgrims travelled from the Dutch colonial empire to Mecca than from any
other country. These pilgrims were Dutch citizens from the Netherlands East Indies (now Indonesia), who
undertook the long and perilous voyage across the Indian Ocean to fulfill their religious duties. The
authorities of Western Arabia welcomed these pilgrims because they were co-operative and spent significant
amounts of money on their visits to the Holy Places.

In those days, however, the pilgrimage to Mecca was difficult and sometimes dangerous. This, in 1872,
motivated the Dutch to found a consulate in Jeddah in order to safeguard the well-being of the pilgrims. With
the rise of King Ibn Sa‘ûd in the 1920s, effective measures were taken to protect pilgrims and their situation
improved significantly, but successive consuls continued to care for Netherlands pilgrims until after the
Second World War, when Indonesia became independent and the mission was handed over to the
Indonesians. The focus of the relationship between the two kingdoms then shifted to trade.

This book starts with a description of the pilgrimage to Mecca in the latter half of the nineteenth and the first
half of the twentieth century, and reviews the role of the Netherlands Consulate – later a legation – both in
supervising Netherlands East Indian pilgrims and also in developing diplomatic relations specifically aimed
at stimulating trade and other areas of co-operation between the kingdoms. The foundation stone of the
relationship between the two countries was laid by Christiaan Snouck Hurgronje, who is the subject of the
second contribution. The third article deals with the life and works of another well-known Dutch Arabist,
Daniel van der Meulen, who lived in Jeddah as a diplomat for many years. Both these men were outstanding
amateur photographers and therefore the heart of this book contains over sixty photographs showing Arabia
as Snouck Hurgronje and Van der Meulen saw it in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Most of
these photographs are preserved in the library of the Royal Tropical Institute in Amsterdam.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Sims:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet
and the resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How
many people to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book.
Examining a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this Dutch Envoys
in Arabia: Photographic Impressions 1880-1950 book since this book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already
know.

Wanda Crane:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to
your account is Dutch Envoys in Arabia: Photographic Impressions 1880-1950 this book consist a lot of the
information with the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how do the world has
grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer
made some investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.

James Donofrio:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, you
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Dutch Envoys in Arabia:
Photographic Impressions 1880-1950 which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
observe.

Owen Neri:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has
reading's internal or real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library.
They go to right now there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important,
boring as well as can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for
you personally. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word
says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Dutch Envoys in Arabia: Photographic Impressions 1880-
1950 can make you feel more interested to read.
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