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A case study of two brothers, Julius and Wilhelm Wagner, who immigrated to the United States from Baden,
Germany. Julius immigrated as part of an early communist group, the “Darmstädters” or “Forty,” who
established the utopian settlement of Bettina in 1847. His anti-slavery beliefs forced Julius to Mexico during
the Civil War, but he returned to Texas after the war. His older brother Wilhelm fled Germany in 1851 as a
result of his liberal political beliefs and settled in Texas. He founded a German-language newspaper when he
moved to Freeport, Illinois.

Using a newly discovered cache of Wagner family letters, Reichstein examines the lives of the brothers as
they sought to make better futures for themselves on the new frontier. More than a narrow family history,
however, German Pioneers on the American Frontier uses the individual cases of Julius and Wilhelm
Wagner to examine the broader historiographical debate about assimilation and acculturation. The question it
raises is whether the United States is a collection of separate immigrant cultures or whether those cultures
become assimilated in the famous “melting pot.” Reichstein’s conclusion, based on the experiences of the
Wagner brothers and their descendants, is that immigrants identify themselves as American through a variety
of processes that are a combination of assimilation and acculturation.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Hinojosa:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some
of you maybe will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This German Pioneers on the
American Frontier: The Wagners in Texas and Illinois is our recommendation so you keep up with the
world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Irvin Ehlers:

The e-book untitled German Pioneers on the American Frontier: The Wagners in Texas and Illinois is the e-
book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was
did a lot of research when write the book, and so the information that they share for your requirements is
absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of German Pioneers on the American Frontier: The
Wagners in Texas and Illinois from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Stacy Brooks:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like German
Pioneers on the American Frontier: The Wagners in Texas and Illinois which is having the e-book version.
So , try out this book? Let's view.

George Chadwick:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. By
book German Pioneers on the American Frontier: The Wagners in Texas and Illinois we can consider more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a book. Only
choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with that book
German Pioneers on the American Frontier: The Wagners in Texas and Illinois. You can more desirable than
now.
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