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Why is Walt Whitman’s face as familiar as his poetry? In answering this question, Ruth Bohan tells a story
of self-invention and portraiture. Whitman approached successive editions of Leaves of Grass as
opportunities to establish close, dynamic links between his poetry and visual representation. Bohan shows as
well that Whitman, who sought out friendships with numerous artists, left a legacy absorbed after his death
into the fabric of American modernism.

Looking into Walt Whitman provides ample evidence that the poet’s engagement with the visual arts
extended beyond photography into painting, printmaking, and sculpture. Through discussion of Whitman’s
gradual emergence as an American, democratic, and radical figure, the book opens new ways to assess his
impact upon such artists as Thomas Eakins, Joseph Stella, and Marsden Hartley.

Biography, art history, and the history of literature come together in Bohan’s rich, suggestive book. Based on
years of research, it presents valuable information about Whitman portraiture; the publishing of his
masterpiece, Leaves of Grass; artists’ responses to his transgressive persona; and Robert Coady’s work on
The Soil, among other pivotal topics.

The many images, reproduced in color or as duotones, will be of significance both to Whitman specialists
and to readers seeking an introduction to Whitman’s role as a poet who vitally shaped both the visual and
literary arts of America.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Frazier:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by
a guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book Looking into Walt Whitman:
American Art, 1850-1920 will make you to always be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can
know about anything. But some of you think in which open or reading any book make you bored. It is far
from make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with
you?

Winford Patterson:

Exactly why? Because this Looking into Walt Whitman: American Art, 1850-1920 is an unordinary book
that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside.
Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way makes the
content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it
is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give you a
lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help improving your ability and your critical
thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were being you I will go to the guide store
hurriedly.

Gene Conley:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This Looking into Walt Whitman: American Art,
1850-1920 can give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you have factor that
they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This e-book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than
other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have Looking into Walt Whitman:
American Art, 1850-1920.

Betty Bass:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also native
or citizen want book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those textbooks have
many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. Through
the book Looking into Walt Whitman: American Art, 1850-1920 we can have more advantage. Don't that
you be creative people? Being creative person must like to read a book. Simply choose the best book that
suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book Looking into Walt
Whitman: American Art, 1850-1920. You can more inviting than now.
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