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Drawing on New Testament studies and recent scholarship on the expansion of the Christian church, Gary B.
Ferngren presents a comprehensive historical account of medicine and medical philanthropy in the first five
centuries of the Christian era.

Ferngren first describes how early Christians understood disease. He examines the relationship of early
Christian medicine to the natural and supernatural modes of healing found in the Bible. Despite biblical
accounts of demonic possession and miraculous healing, Ferngren argues that early Christians generally
accepted naturalistic assumptions about disease and cared for the sick with medical knowledge gleaned from
the Greeks and Romans.

Ferngren also explores the origins of medical philanthropy in the early Christian church. Rather than viewing
illness as punishment for sins, early Christians believed that the sick deserved both medical assistance and
compassion. Even as they were being persecuted, Christians cared for the sick within and outside of their
community. Their long experience in medical charity led to the creation of the first hospitals, a singular
Christian contribution to health care.
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From reader reviews:

James Bauer:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
need something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling
bored faster. And you have free time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They
have to answer that question because just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in
each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular Medicine
and Health Care in Early Christianity to read.

Lois Bottoms:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If
you want to try look for book, may be the guide untitled Medicine and Health Care in Early Christianity can
be very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Laura Bradberry:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its include may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as
in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually Medicine and Health Care in Early Christianity why
because the great cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The
inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
show you to pick up this book.

Sarah Lopez:

This Medicine and Health Care in Early Christianity is brand new way for you who has interest to look for
some information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge
more you know or else you who still having little digest in reading this Medicine and Health Care in Early
Christianity can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this kind of book is easy
to get by simply anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, that's why I
mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy
this publication is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find
what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book
style for your better life along with knowledge.
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