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The Church of the Holy Spirit, written by Russian priest and scholar Nicholas Afanasiev (1893–1966), is one
of the most important works of twentieth-century Orthodox theology. Afanasiev was a member of the “Paris
School” of émigré intellectuals who gathered in Paris after the Russian revolution, where he became a
member of the faculty of St. Sergius Orthodox Seminary. The Church of the Holy Spirit, which offers a
rediscovery of the eucharistic and communal nature of the church in the first several centuries, was written
over a number of years beginning in the 1940s and continuously revised until its posthumous publication in
French in 1971.

Vitaly Permiakov's lucid translation and Michael Plekon's careful editing and substantive introduction make
this important work available for the first time to an English-speaking audience.
 
"Nicholas Afanasiev is perhaps the most important ecclesiologist of modern times in the Orthodox world.
The Church of the Holy Spirit is a very important book, a magnum opus, demonstrating that Afanasiev
himself is undoubtedly a major twentieth-century theologian.” —John McGuckin, Nielsen Professor of
Early Ecclesiastical History, Union Theological Seminary
 
“One of the great contributions of the Second Vatican Council was its recovery of a Eucharistic ecclesiology.
Yet over a decade before the council, one of the most influential theologians of the Eastern Orthodox
communion, Nicholas Afanasiev, was helping his own tradition recover its Eucharistic foundations. The
publication of one of his most significant works, The Church of the Holy Spirit, which the University of
Notre Dame Press has now made available in English translation, will allow contemporary readers to
discover the provocative, insightful and sometimes idiosyncratic perspectives of this seminal Orthodox
theologian.” —Richard R. Gaillardetz, Murray/Bacik Professor of Catholic Studies, University of
Toledo.
 
“Fr. Nicholas Afanasiev's The Church of the Holy Spirit is truly a seminal work of the twentieth-century, an
indispensable monument of theological reflection on the Church and her Liturgy. Written over many years,
in sustained engagement with the historical experience of the Church and contemporary Eastern and Western
theology, the work became itself a catalyst in both eucharistic practice and ecclesiological reflection. This
splendid English translation will provide the opportunity for Afanasiev's contribution to be more fully
appreciated and critically appropriated.” —Rev. Dr. John Behr, Dean, St Vladimir's Orthodox
Theological Seminary
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From reader reviews:

Kim Scott:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't would
like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Church of the Holy Spirit. All type
of book are you able to see on many options. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Angela Powers:

This The Church of the Holy Spirit is great book for you because the content that is certainly full of
information for you who also always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it details accurately using great arrange word or we can declare no rambling sentences
inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight
forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The Church of the
Holy Spirit in your hand like having the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say
that no book that offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So , this is
good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Judy Washburn:

The book untitled The Church of the Holy Spirit contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains her
idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to
read that. The book was authored by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of literary
works. It is easy to read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or device, so you can
read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-
site in addition to order it. Have a nice study.

Lawrence Caulfield:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has
reading's heart or real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at
this time there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
in addition to can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very
important in your case. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word
says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Church of the Holy Spirit can make you
really feel more interested to read.
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