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These letters to a beloved son and his family tell the poignant story of one woman's life in Nazi-occupied
Prague and help explain why some Jews stayed behind.

Henriette Pollatschek was 69 years old when the Nazis marched into Prague, where she and her daughter had
sought refuge after fleeing their German-held homeland in northern Bohemia. Henriette's son and his family
had already escaped to Switzerland and later to Cuba and the United States. At each step of the way, her
family urged Henriette to join them. But in the face of what was then only a vague and, to many,
unbelievable threat of danger, she was unwilling to abandon her financial independence, her accustomed way
of life, and the familial objects she had gathered over a lifetime. As living conditions for Jews worsened in
Nazi-occupied Prague, however, Henriette began to have second thoughts. Her letters to her son and his
family in Havana reveal an increasingly desperate situation as the obstacles to escape mounted while living
conditions eroded. Ultimately both Henriette and her daughter perished.

Henriette Pollatschek's letters provide a detailed picture of the lives of Jews in Prague during the war years:
the evictions, the food shortages, the worries about livelihood, and the increasing prohibitions and
regulations, as well as the brave and cheerful attempts to maintain a normal life and bear hardships.
Henriette's letters also help explain why more Jews did not escape. As Renata Polt, Henriette's
granddaughter, concludes, "Who could imagine a Holocaust?"

Translated, edited, and annotated by Polt and illustrated with intimate family snapshots, this book brings the
horrors and dilemmas of the Holocaust alive in a moving, personal account while answering pertinent
historical questions about the motives of Jews who stayed behind.

Renata Polt is a free-lance writer and film critic living in Berkeley, California.
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From reader reviews:

Guillermo Behler:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this A Thousand Kisses: A Grandmother's Holocaust Letters (Judaic
Studies Series).

Lydia Donaldson:

The knowledge that you get from A Thousand Kisses: A Grandmother's Holocaust Letters (Judaic Studies
Series) is a more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but A Thousand Kisses: A Grandmother's
Holocaust Letters (Judaic Studies Series) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their
point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who read that because the author of this reserve
is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy
to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you
for having this specific A Thousand Kisses: A Grandmother's Holocaust Letters (Judaic Studies Series)
instantly.

Kimberly Wood:

Precisely why? Because this A Thousand Kisses: A Grandmother's Holocaust Letters (Judaic Studies Series)
is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the
secret that inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it.
This excellent book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book include such as help improving
your skill and your critical thinking way. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go
to the publication store hurriedly.

Bradford Padgett:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book A Thousand Kisses: A Grandmother's
Holocaust Letters (Judaic Studies Series) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own
personal skill of reading ability is developing when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward
book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to



be initially opinion for you to like to available a book and go through it. Beside that the e-book A Thousand
Kisses: A Grandmother's Holocaust Letters (Judaic Studies Series) can to be your brand-new friend when
you're really feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of this time.
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