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All American presidents are commanders in chief by law. Few perform as such in practice. In Roosevelt’s
Centurions, distinguished historian Joseph E. Persico reveals how, during World War II, Franklin D.
Roosevelt seized the levers of wartime power like no president since Abraham Lincoln during the Civil War.
Declaring himself “Dr. Win-the-War,” FDR assumed the role of strategist in chief, and, though surrounded
by star-studded generals and admirals, he made clear who was running the war. FDR was a hands-on war
leader, involving himself in everything from choosing bomber targets to planning naval convoys to the
design of landing craft. Persico explores whether his strategic decisions, including his insistence on the Axis
powers’ unconditional surrender, helped end or may have prolonged the war.
 
Taking us inside the Allied war councils, the author reveals how the president brokered strategy with
contentious allies, particularly the iron-willed Winston Churchill; rallied morale on the home front; and
handpicked a team of proud, sometimes prickly warriors who, he believed, could fight a global war.
Persico’s history offers indelible portraits of the outsize figures who roused the “sleeping giant” that defeated
the Axis war machine: the dutiful yet independent-minded George C. Marshall, charged with rebuilding an
army whose troops trained with broomsticks for rifles, eggs for hand grenades; Dwight Eisenhower, an
unassuming Kansan elevated from obscurity to command of the greatest fighting force ever assembled; the
vainglorious Douglas MacArthur; and the bizarre battlefield genius George S. Patton. Here too are less
widely celebrated military leaders whose contributions were just as critical: the irascible, dictatorial navy
chief, Ernest King; the acerbic army advisor in China, “Vinegar” Joe Stilwell; and Henry H. “Hap” Arnold,
who zealously preached the gospel of modern air power. The Roosevelt who emerges from these pages is a
wartime chess master guiding America’s armed forces to a victory that was anything but foreordained.
 
What are the qualities we look for in a commander in chief? In an era of renewed conflict, when Americans
are again confronting the questions that FDR faced—about the nature and exercise of global
power—Roosevelt’s Centurions is a timely and revealing examination of what it takes to be a wartime leader
in a freewheeling, complicated, and tumultuous democracy.

Praise for Roosevelt’s Centurions
 
“FDR’s centurions were my heroes and guides. Now Joe Persico has written the best account of those leaders
I've ever read.”—Colin L. Powell
 
“Benefiting from his years of studying Franklin Roosevelt and his times, Joseph Persico has brought us a
briskly paced story with much wisdom and new insights on FDR, his military liege men, World War II, and
political and military leadership.”—Michael Beschloss, author of Presidential Courage: Brave Leaders
and How They Changed America 1789–1989
 
“Long wars demand long books, but these are 550 pages of lively prose by a good writer who knows his
subject. . . . A fine, straightforward politics-and-great-men history.”—Kirkus Reviews
 
“Persico makes a persuasive case that FDR was clearly in charge of the most important decisions of the



American war plan.”—The Washington Times

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Baudoin:

With other case, little persons like to read book Roosevelt's Centurions: FDR and the Commanders He Led
to Victory in World War II. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we
know about how is important a new book Roosevelt's Centurions: FDR and the Commanders He Led to
Victory in World War II. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything! From your country until eventually foreign
or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In
this era, we could open a book as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it
when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Ann Wren:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Roosevelt's Centurions: FDR and the
Commanders He Led to Victory in World War II book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge.
Of course the info in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Nydia Kelly:

Exactly why? Because this Roosevelt's Centurions: FDR and the Commanders He Led to Victory in World
War II is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress
you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book
in such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey
the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret
it. This unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help improving
your proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were
being you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Glory Ruiz:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen need book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know those textbooks have
many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. Through the book
Roosevelt's Centurions: FDR and the Commanders He Led to Victory in World War II we can consider more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? For being creative person must like to read a book. Merely
choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this
book Roosevelt's Centurions: FDR and the Commanders He Led to Victory in World War II. You can more



pleasing than now.
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