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From Charles Johnson—a National Book Award winner, Professor Emeritus at University of Washington,
and one of America’s preeminent scholars on literature and race—comes an instructive, inspiring guide to
the craft and art of writing.

An award-winning novelist, philosopher, essayist, screenwriter, professor, and cartoonist, Charles Johnson
has devoted his life to creative pursuit. His 1990 National Book Award-winning novel Middle Passage is a
modern classic, revered as much for its daring plot as its philosophical underpinnings. For thirty-three years,
Johnson taught and mentored students in the art and craft of creative writing. The Way of the Writer is his
record of those years, and the coda to a kaleidoscopic, boundary-shattering career.

Organized into six accessible, easy-to-navigate sections, The Way of the Writer is both a literary reflection on
the creative impulse and a utilitarian guide to the writing process. Johnson shares his lessons and exercises
from the classroom, starting with word choice, sentence structure, and narrative voice, and delving into the
mechanics of scene, dialogue, plot and storytelling before exploring the larger questions at stake for the
serious writer. What separates literature from industrial fiction? What lies at the heart of the creative
impulse? How does one navigate the literary world? And how are philosophy and fiction concomitant?

Luminous, inspiring, and imminently accessible, The Way of the Writer is a revelatory glimpse into the mind
of the writer and an essential guide for anyone with a story to tell.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Levin:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question mainly because just their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of The Way of the
Writer: Reflections on the Art and Craft of Storytelling to read.

Robert Nguyen:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the book untitled The Way of the Writer: Reflections on the Art and Craft of
Storytelling can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Princess Bequette:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more
time to be read. The Way of the Writer: Reflections on the Art and Craft of Storytelling can be your answer
mainly because it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

William Walker:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that reading
is very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book. Different
categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is The Way of the Writer:
Reflections on the Art and Craft of Storytelling.
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