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Impersonal constructions in the history of English form a puzzling category, in that there has been
uncertainty as to why some verbs are attested in such constructions while others are not, even though they
look almost synonymous. In this book, Ayumi Miura tackles this under-discussed question with special
reference to verbs of emotion in Middle English. Through a careful study of the behaviour of impersonal and
near-synonymous non-impersonal verbs, she identifies the factors that determined the presence, absence, and
spread of impersonal usage with the verbs concerned. Miura utilizes modern linguistic approaches, including
theories and methodologies adopted in the study of psych-verbs in modern languages, which bear close
relevance to impersonal verbs of emotion but have traditionally been researched separately. She also draws
on categorizations in the Historical Thesaurus of the Oxford English Dictionary and harnesses the online
Middle English Dictionary in a novel way, demonstrating that dictionary materials are in fact a valuable tool
in the study of early English syntax and semantics.

Miura concludes that a range of factors - such as causation, transitivity, animacy of the target of emotion, and
duration of the emotion - influenced the choice of impersonal constructions with Middle English verbs of
emotion. We can therefore make reasonable generalizations about when impersonal usage was licensed in
these verbs. This careful analysis of the correlation between Middle English verbs of emotion and use or
non-use in impersonal constructions represents a new empirical and theoretical contribution to the busy
research area of impersonal constructions in the history of English.
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From reader reviews:

Henry Reavis:

This book untitled Middle English Verbs of Emotion and Impersonal Constructions: Verb Meaning and
Syntax in Diachrony (Oxford Studies in the History of English) to be one of several books in which best
seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will
easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher with this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen
phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this book from your list.

Arlene Wilson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Middle English Verbs of Emotion and
Impersonal Constructions: Verb Meaning and Syntax in Diachrony (Oxford Studies in the History of
English) reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas
and publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question Middle English
Verbs of Emotion and Impersonal Constructions: Verb Meaning and Syntax in Diachrony (Oxford Studies in
the History of English) as good book but not only by the cover but also by content. This is one book that can
break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!?
Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth
sense.

Monika Cunniff:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you examine a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and soon. The
Middle English Verbs of Emotion and Impersonal Constructions: Verb Meaning and Syntax in Diachrony
(Oxford Studies in the History of English) provide you with a new experience in examining a book.

Gerald Allen:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also
you know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. Amount types of books
that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually Middle English Verbs of Emotion and



Impersonal Constructions: Verb Meaning and Syntax in Diachrony (Oxford Studies in the History of
English).
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