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"Two world wars, concentration camps, the obliteration of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, and continued preparations for nuclear war illustrate the modern
world's propensity for mass destruction. . . . Yet there have been
important signs of resistance to this trend. These have included not only
the emergence of mass-based peace and disarmament movements but activist
intellectuals grappling with the growing problem posed by mass violence
among nation-states. . . . Bess examines the lives and ideas of four of
these intellectuals: Leo Szilard of Hungary and (later) the United States,
E. P. Thompson of England, Danilo Dolci of Italy, and Louise Weiss of
France. . . . Realism, Utopia, and the Mushroom Cloud is a powerful,
important scholarly work, casting new light upon some of the great issues
of modern times. Readers will learn much from it."—Lawrence S.
Wittner, Peace and Change

"Bess seeks to understand the way in which the creation of the atomic bomb
has changed the social and political situation of humankind. Are we to be
held hostage by military forces or can we transform our situation? He
describes the lives of four very different activists, each with different
views on what causes conflict and how best to address conflict. . . .
Overall, this book offers an interesting perspective on life after the
atomic bomb. . . . In asking ourselves what the possibilities of our future
are, we can turn to these lives for some guidance. . . . This book is
informative, provocative, and encourages one to consider carefully how s/he
chooses to live."—Erin McKenna, Utopian Studies

"These four lives, researched and skillfully presented by historian Michael
Bess, make fascinating stories in themselves. They also serve as useful
vehicles for examining major cross-currents of Cold War resistance. . . .
From Weiss the cynical pragmatist to Szilard the high-level fixer to
hompson the social reformer to Dolce the spiritual street organizer,
Michael Bess has woven an illuminating tapestry of human efforts to cope
with life under the mushroom cloud."—Samuel H. Day Jr., The
Progressive
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From reader reviews:

Johnny Mosier:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Realism, Utopia, and the Mushroom Cloud: Four Activist
Intellectuals and their Strategies for Peace, 1945-1989--Louise Weiss (France), Leo Szilard (USA), E. P.
Thompson (England), Danilo Dolci (Italy) as the daily resource information.

Bobby Griffin:

Realism, Utopia, and the Mushroom Cloud: Four Activist Intellectuals and their Strategies for Peace, 1945-
1989--Louise Weiss (France), Leo Szilard (USA), E. P. Thompson (England), Danilo Dolci (Italy) can be
one of your starter books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this
publication has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to get every
word into pleasure arrangement in writing Realism, Utopia, and the Mushroom Cloud: Four Activist
Intellectuals and their Strategies for Peace, 1945-1989--Louise Weiss (France), Leo Szilard (USA), E. P.
Thompson (England), Danilo Dolci (Italy) although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the
hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information
may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Tony Sanford:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Realism, Utopia, and the
Mushroom Cloud: Four Activist Intellectuals and their Strategies for Peace, 1945-1989--Louise Weiss
(France), Leo Szilard (USA), E. P. Thompson (England), Danilo Dolci (Italy) can be the answer, oh how
comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era
is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Bruce Sandlin:

You can get this Realism, Utopia, and the Mushroom Cloud: Four Activist Intellectuals and their Strategies
for Peace, 1945-1989--Louise Weiss (France), Leo Szilard (USA), E. P. Thompson (England), Danilo Dolci
(Italy) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve
problem if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only simply by



written or printed but can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era like now, you just
looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get
more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are
still update. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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