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Kirkus Reviews gives THE SHAKE its coveted "Star" rating:  

 "A philosophically inclined vampire turns gumshoe and investigates an unsolved murder. 

 "Century-old vampire Shake has lived anonymously in central California for decades, in large part because
of his rules of thumb concerning his victims--"eat and run," and never get emotionally involved. But after
sucking dry his latest "donor"--the severely depressed, 28-year-old widow of a murdered cop--his curiosity
gets the best of him and he searches through the woman's belongings. When Shake finds news clippings and
photographs concerning the officer's unsolved homicide, particularly a picture of a local real estate tycoon
with the word "bloodsucker" written on the back, he decides to investigate. His motivation has absolutely
nothing to do with the humans involved, but rather Shake's curiosity. "For me, a certain fascination for the
complexities of chance, awe before the world's infinite contingency," he muses, "was probably as close as I
ever got to finding a guiding context for myself." What Shake finds at mystery's end, however, leaves him
anything but contented. Although the vampire element is obviously significant, the book is more a thinly
veiled noir mystery. Nicolai's writing is contemplative but lean and stylish, his characters cynical, the tone
decidedly unsentimental. The protagonist references Zen master Aitken in one passage, remarking, "the point
isn't to clear up the mystery, but to make the mystery clear." It's a quote that exemplifies this intriguing
narrative blend of philosophy and crime fiction. While the author doesn't expand the vampire mythos in any
significant way, he creates a story that succeeds on numerous levels--one that is simultaneously thought-
provoking and relentlessly entertaining. 

 "An utterly readable fusion of vampire fiction and labyrinthine whodunit powered by a highly intelligent
narrative containing deep existential speculation and numerous philosophical references; Anne Rice meets
Dashiell Hammett at a Zen Buddhist monastery."
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From reader reviews:

Bertha Montes:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled The Shake?
Maybe it is being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book,
you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Cora Spillane:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Shake as the daily resource information.

Marylou Arroyo:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Shake why because the great cover that make you
consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic
as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Helen Price:

Beside this particular The Shake in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh in the oven so don't become
worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The Shake because this
book offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you would not get what it's
exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set
up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that?
Find this book along with read it from now!
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